IHE state-of-the-art 
Britannia Leisure Centre 
- with its flume, rooftop 
football pitches, high- 
tech gym, new cafe, creche and 
much more — is set to open on 30 
June, as part of the biggest public 
sector investment in the area 
in a generation. 

Developed in consultation 
with local people, the centre also 
boasts two first-class swimming 
pools, a splash pad and 
additional leisure water areas, 
squash courts, stunning fitness 


www.hackney.gov.uk 


studios and a cafe and toilets that 
also serve Shoreditch Park. 

It is one of Hackney’s most 
inclusive public buildings, 
with accessible changing areas, 
pool pods for wheelchair users, a 
pool with sensory and interactive 
light features, and individual 
changing rooms. 

The centre will be operated 
by Better, the charitable social 
enterprise that runs all Council 
leisure centres, with affordable 
prices for local people and 
discounted memberships for 


wimming pools, splash area’ 


is, a flume, tenr 


those on low incomes. 

Mayor of Hackney, Philip 
Glanville, said: “After a very 
difficult year Iam so proud to 
be opening what will be one of 
London’s best leisure centres, 
with absolutely incredible 
facilities that are affordable for 
local people to enjoy, as we ease 
out of lockdown. 

“The new Britannia is a visible 
embodiment of our commitment 
to rebuild a fairer Hackney. It is 
a fantastic, state-of-the-art and 
truly inclusive building, which 


PLAY! 


N and rooftop football pitches (pictured) 


shows what is possible when 
councils develop public facilities 
themselves, based directly on the 
ambitions of our residents. 

“T want to thank everyone 
who has made this vision 
a reality. I can’t wait to see 
residents young and old, families, 
local clubs and people from 
across our borough using these 
pools, pitches and play areas; 
over what I hope will be a 
summer of play across Hackney.” 
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Hackney Today is published 


by the London Borough of 
Hackney. It has a print run 
of 108,000 copies and is 
delivered free to every home 
and business in the borough. 
The Council uses it to 
communicate public service 
information to residents. 

It is published fortnightly 

in order to carry statutory 
advertising, such as planning 
and traffic notices, which 

is cheaper for the taxpayer 
than using another local 
paper. The law does not 
allow for statutory notices to 
be published solely online or 


in aless frequent publication. 
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The paper’s official, door- 
to-door delivery is 91,843 
copies per issue, Audit 
Bureau of Circulations (ABC) 


Paid for advertising is carried 
in the paper to keep costs to 
aminimum. We reserve the 
right to refuse advertising. 
The products and services 
advertised in this paper do 
not carry the endorsement 
of Hackney Today or London 
Borough of Hackney 


Printed by Trinity Mirror 


Distributed by London 
Letterbox Marketing 


If you do not receive 
Hackney Today call: 020 
8356 3275; or e-mail: 
htnews@hackney.gov.uk 


Hackney Today is 
printed on 100 per 
cent recycled paper. 


Please make sure 


you recycle it after 
reading, so the paper 
can be used again 
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LMOST 130,000 
residents in 
Hackney have 
now received 
their first dose of the 
Covid-19 vaccination, 
meaning almost 50 per 
cent of people aged 18 
and over are now at 
least partially protected 
from coronavirus. 
Everyone 18 and over 
can now book their vaccine 
appointment via the NHS 
119 number or online: 
NHS.uk/coronavirus 
Residents will also receive 
a text message to book 
themselves into a local clinic. 
Community groups are 
hosting pop-up events 
around the borough to 
support people to get 
vaccinated and stay safe. 


OVER 42 million people 
across the UK have now 
safely received at least one 
dose of a Covid vaccine. 

The fact that so many more 
people are now safe from 
this deadly virus brings me 
great joy. 

But, there are still around 
17,000 Hackney people who 
are vulnerable to Covid-19 — 
including over-60s and people 
who are clinically vulnerable — 
that are yet to be vaccinated. 

You don’t just protect 
yourself by getting vaccinated, 
you also help to protect those 
around you and people in your 


nag. Uh Ri 


RTT 9 vaccine ‘ 


On 19 June a mass 
vaccination clinic took place 
at the London Stadium at 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic 
Park. Hundreds of Hackney 
residents, aged 18 and over, 
joined other east Londoners 
— including British drag 
queen Bimini, runner-up 
in the BBC show RuPaul’s 
Drag Race UK — to get their 
first dose of the Pfizer jab. 

After having her vaccine, 
she said: “If you’re 18 or 
over, get vaccinated — and 
let’s get back to normal.” 

As well as getting the 
vaccination residents are 
being reminded to continue 
to test regularly for Covid- 
19, using rapid lateral flow 
tests, and to remain vigilant 
— following ‘hands, face, 
space, ventilate’. 


community. If enough people 
take the vaccine, then we will 
be able to control coronavirus 
and get back to doing the 
things we love this summer. 

If you know someone who 
hasn’t had their vaccine yet, 
or hasn’t been for their second 
dose, then why not help them 
by letting them know how to 
get their vaccine and providing 
useful facts about it. 

You can find this information 
onthe NHS and Council 
websites. This way, you can 
help them make an informed 
decision to keep safe. 

As well as vaccinations and 


~ 


staying vigilant with ‘hands, 
face, space and ventilate’, 

we also need to test regularly, 
to identify who might be 
infectious and ensure that the 
virus isn’t spreading. 

Testing yourself is really easy 
and you can pick up packs of 
tests for free from pharmacies, 
to take at home. 

The test only takes a few 
minutes to do and gives you the 


result in half an hour. | take 
my tests on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays just before | get 
ready in the morning, so by 
the time I’m out of the shower 
| know if |’m infectious with 
Covid-19 or not. 

If we do all this we can keep 
safe from Covid-19 and get 
back to normal sooner. 


Ca 
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Get vaccinated 
sand stay 


ESIDENTS aged the virus. Having two 
40 and over should doses of the vaccine will 
have their second —_ give maximum protection 
dose of the Covid- _ against the virus and 
19 vaccine eight weeks the variants of concern, 
after their first, rather than meaning the chances of 


12 weeks. hospitalisation or death 
This is due to fears over _—_ due to the virus are 
the new Delta variant of massively reduced. 


Get help with booking or re-booking 
an appointment for vaccination 


OVER-40s can re-book 
their second vaccination 
appointment to an earlier 
date — by bringing it 
forward from 12 weeks 
to eight weeks — by 
calling 119 or going to: 
nhs.uk/coronavirus 

If anyone is struggling 
with the national booking 


system, or trying to book 
via the text from their GP, 
they can call the Council 
to book an appointment 


locally on: 0208 356 3111. 


Press Option 4 for 


vaccination assistance. This 


service is available from 
Monday to Friday, from 
9am to 4.30pm. 


Pfizer clinics for people under 40 


FIND the latest information on pop-up vaccination 
clinics at: hackney.gov.uk/coronavirus-vaccine 


Emirates Stadium 
Hornsey Road, N7 7AJ 
8am-8pm 

Until 28 June 

For first doses of the 
Pfizer vaccine. 

To book an appointment, 
visit: gunnergetjabbed. 
eventbrite.co.uk 
Walk-ins will also be accepted 
subject to availability. 


StLeonard’s Hospital 
Hoxton, N1 51Z 

10am-3pm 

1 July 

For first and second doses of 
the Pfizer vaccine. 

Call: 020 8356 3111 to book 
an appointment. 

Walk-ins accepted 

after 2.30pm. 


Halkevi Community Centre 
31-33 Dalston Lane, E8 3DF 
10.30am-2.30pm 

7 July 

For first and second doses 

of the Pfizer vaccine. 

To guarantee an appointment 
call: 020 8356 3111. 
Walk-ins are available 
subject to availability. 


Hindle House Community 
Centre 

Hindle House Estate, E8 2EA 
12noon-4pm 

10 July 

For first and second doses 

of the Pfizer vaccine. 

To guarantee an appointment 
call: 020 8356 3111. 
Walk-ins are available subject 
to availability. 


vigilant 
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The facts 


about 
Covid-19 


vaccines 


¢ Covid-19 vaccines 

were developed 
using science that 
has been around for 
decades; 
There has been 
extensive testing and 
monitoring, showing 
these vaccines are 
safe and effective; 
Over 150 million 
people across the 
world have safely 
received the vaccine; 
The vaccine is your 
best protection 
against Covid-19, 
which can cause 
death and long-term 
illness even in young 
people; 

_ e You need two doses 


of the vaccination 
AstraZeneca clinics for people 40+ | 


THERE are also a number of walk-in vaccination clinics 
for those who require second doses of the AstraZeneca 

vaccine. These clinics, for residents aged 40 and over, are 
now taking place until 18 July at the following locations: 


Local pharmacies Local vaccination centres Our vaccine selfie competition winner! 
Saturdays: 9.30am-4.30pm Day Lewis Clapton John Scott Health Centre : F 

. CHARLOTTE, 28, from Our vaccine done or holdin 
Boots 14 Kenninghall Road, E5 8BS 220 Green Lanes, north Hackney, pictured te your vaccine card by : 
120 Fleet Street, EC4A 2BE Haggerston Pharmacy Woodberry Down, left. has won att 0 voucher 12 July to take part. Enter 
Bees Pharmacy cal Haggerston Road, E81 HP N4 2NU in the June vaccine selfie by emailing your snap to: 
99-201 Rushmore Road,E50HD __ Silverfields Pharmacy 4 July, from 9am-5pm competition. Take part press@hackney.gov.uk; or 
Clockwork Pharmacy 141 Homerton High Street, 11 July, from 9am-5pm thes sagan by tagging: @HackneyCouncil 
398-400 Mare Street, E8 1HP E9 6AS The Vaccination Centre sending us a selfie getting on Twitter. 


Day Lewis Stoke Newington Sundays: 9.30am-4.30pm 3a Bocking Street, E8 3RU 
75-77 Stoke Newington Road, Haggerston Pharmacy 7 July, from 2pm-7pm 
Stoke Newington, N16 8AD 201 Haggerston Road, E8 1HP 14 July, from 2pm-7pm 


Get NHS advice about Covid-19, book your vaccination or order 
home test kits by calling 119 or going to: nhs.uk/coronavirus 
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It is recommended for people to perform a lateral flow test twice a week even if they do no have symptoms 


ESIDENTS are testing centres, or can be 


test twice weekly These tests take minutes 
for Covid-19 with —_ to do and provide results 


being reminded to _ ordered online. 
a rapid lateral flow test. within 30 minutes. 
It is recommended 
to take the test twice a will need to self isolate 
week, even if you have no and take a confirmatory 
coronavirus symptoms. lab-processed test (PCR), 
Boxes of tests can be which you can book by 


picked up for free at 
pharmacies and local 


If the test is positive you 


calling 119 or going online 
at: nhs.uk/get-tested 


: What are Covid-19 symptoms? 


rw 
Ahigh Anew, A loss or change 


temperature continuous to your sense of 
cough smell or taste 


Self-isolate and get a test if you have Covid-19 symptoms 


IF you have symptoms processed test. 10 days, or until you get a to self isolate by going 
of coronavirus — such as If you have symptoms, negative test result. to hackney.gov.uk/ 
a cough, fever or loss of even mild ones, you and Only leave yourhome to __coronavirus-support or 
taste or smell — then you anyone you live with have a test. calling the helpline on 
must book a PCR lab- should stay at home for You can get support 020 8356 3111. 

What the data in Weekly trend for Covid-19 cases Total 

Hackney tells us nh fe etc aaalint iad to reporting delays Se ae 2021 

22,583 


In Hackney the current infection rate 
is 93 cases per 100,000 (PHE data, 24 
June) compared to a rate of 929 per 
100,000 in the first week of January. 
Over the course of the pandemic 

504 Covid-19 deaths were recorded 

in Hackney. There were no deaths in the 
week leading up to 11 June. 

The age group seeing the most number 
of cases is 20 to 29 years old, followed 
Closely by 30 to 39 years old. 

Residents can view the latest 
coronavirus data in Hackney, including 
a ward-by-ward breakdown, by visiting: 
hackney.gov.uk/coronavirus-data 


Covid-19 cases 
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ll City cases 
@ Hackney cases 


100,000 week 
Hackney 262 93 A17% 
The City ie 123 AS% 


22,067 in Hackney, 516 in the City 
Weekly Trend 
Week ending 18 June 2021 
Incidence Change 
Cases lastweek from 
last week per previous 
R value London 
Week ending June 24, 2021 
presented as a range 
Change 
Lower Upper from 
value value _ previous 
week 
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Mayor’s column 


Lockdown extension will help 
us to reduce transmission rates 


ON 14 June the Prime Minister announced a four-week 
delay to the lifting of all lockdown restrictions. 

While this news was in the end widely expected, it will 
have come as a bitter disappointment to many who had 
been looking forward to returning to a greater degree of 
normality following the toughest of 15 months: to being able 
to meet or celebrate occasions in larger groups; and to being 
able to enjoy all the freedoms that have been necessarily 
curbed. And, it will come as a particular blow to our business 
community, who have been so badly hit as a result of closures 
and social distancing. 

That is why we are giving businesses who qualified for our 
Additional Restrictions Grant a further £1,120 to support them 
through this extended period — but the Government must also 
commit to topping-up the Restart Grant for our music venues, 
bars and nightclubs. 

We are calling on the Government to extend the current 
support for businesses to cover the extension of lockdown 
restrictions, and for a new round of business support grants 
to aid the sectors that cannot open until all social distancing 
restrictions have been lifted. 

Despite these difficulties and the disappointment that 
the lockdown extension will cause, | have to say | strongly 
welcome the decision — because the time is not right to fully 
end lockdown; the stakes are simply too high. 

Sadly, infection rates are again going up across the 
borough, London, and the country, as a result of new, more 
transmissible variants circulating in our communities. Indeed, 
two Covid-19 variants of concern have already impacted our 
borough, and resulted in a fortnight of intensive, targeted 
testing in parts of Shoreditch and Dalston recently. 

This extra month of restrictions — with controls on 
gatherings; with ongoing mask-wearing; and with continued 
instruction to observe ‘hands, face, space, ventilation’ — will 
allow us to continue to work together to reduce transmission 
rates; and crucially allow millions more people across the 
country to get their first and second vaccination doses, and 
help prevent serious illness and death. 

That’s why it’s so important we continue to follow the 
Government guidelines until it’s considered safe to do 
otherwise — and it may be that we ask people locally to follow 
these rules even when lifted nationally. 

In Hackney we face our own vaccination challenge: more 
than 17,000 of our most ‘at-risk’ residents — those over 60 
or Clinically extremely vulnerable — remain unvaccinated. | 
have been volunteering with residents to support the vaccine 
roll-out with the Volunteer Centre Hackney Vax Pack, and 
collectively across the Council, community and NHS, we’re 
doing so much to support them to get vaccinated, including 
delivering vaccination pop-ups directly into communities. Over 
the next few weeks we will be doing even more, increasing 
the involvement of the Council in supporting the programme. 

| still understand why some people may feel nervous about 
getting their jab. However, we must remember hundreds 
of millions of people around the world have been safely 
immunised. And, the data is clear, the majority of people now 
hospitalised with Covid-19 are unvaccinated. Having both 
doses of vaccine is your best protection against the virus. 
Remember you can book your vaccine by calling 119. 

Philip Glanville, Mayor of Hackney 
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HIS year’s Queen’s 
Birthday Honours 
List claimed to be 
the most ethnically 
diverse list to date. It 
also demonstrated the 
‘extraordinary efforts 
made by individuals during 
the pandemic’. 

Hackney Today looks at 
six Hackney residents who 
were awarded honours: 

Catherine Pelley, Chief 
Nurse and Director of 
Clinical Governance, 
Homerton University 
Hospital, was awarded an 
MBE for services to nursing 
leadership in the NHS. 

She said of her award: 
“Pm humbled by this 
recognition. For all 
those friends, family and 
colleagues who’ve walked 
by my side in the last 36 
years I have nothing but love 
and appreciation for your 
support — particularly in the 
last 15 months. I love being 
a nurse.” 

MP for Hackney South 
and Shoreditch, Meg 
Hillier, was appointed 
Dame Commander of 
the Order of the British 
Empire (DBE) for political 
and parliamentary service. 
She was first elected as the 
Member of Parliament 
(MP) for Hackney South 
and Shoreditch at the 2005 
general election. 

Poet and playwright Lemn 
Sissay was awarded an OBE 
for services to literature and 
charity. Hackney Today 
interviewed the Olympic- 
commissioned poet in 2012. 

He said: “I was borna 
writer. Poetry was my way 
of interpreting the world 
around me. I don’t think of 
poetry as some sort of airy, 


Cllr Carole Williams in front of 
Hackney’s Windrush poster 

campaign; Right: artist Halina 
Edwards and one of her flags 


hackneywindrush.com 


From main: Poet and playwright Lemn Sissay; Catherine Pelley, Chief Nurse and Director of Clinical 
Governance, Homerton University Hospital; Margaret Yvonne Busby, publisher, editor, writer and broadcaster; 
and MP for Hackney South and Shoreditch, Meg Hillier 


fairy issue, it’s at the beating 
heart of who we are.” 
Lemn, who moved to 
Hackney in 2004 after 
being in foster care around 
the country, added: “Isn’t 
it amazing — I’ve been to a 
lot of cities in the world, but 
Hackney feels just right. To 
be accepted by a community 
is to feel its strength.” 
Hackney resident 
Margaret Busby, publisher, 
editor, writer and 
broadcaster was awarded 


an OBE for services to 
publishing. Margaret was 
not only Britain’s youngest 
publisher, but also its first 
black female one, when she 
co-founded Allison & Busby 
in 1967. 

Sumita Singha, who 
works on the Hackney 
Design Review Panel, 
was awarded an OBE for 
services to architecture. The 
panel offers the Council 
and applicants design and 
architecture advice. 


She said of her selection: 
“Pd welcome the chance to 
make a difference through 
championing sustainable 
and ethically led designs, 
especially as we seek 
solutions for the climate and 
environmental crisis.” 

Alison Penny, Director of 
the Childhood Bereavement 
Network and Coordinator 
of the National Bereavement 
Alliance, was awarded 
an OBE for services to 
bereavement support. 


scandal — went live on 
National Windrush Day. 

The website launched 
on 22 June as a hub 
to discover Windrush- 
themed events and 
resources this year. 

A poster campaign, 
featuring portraits of 
Hackney’s Windrush 
generation, were also 


unveiled as part of the 
public art programme. 
Taken by The Real 
Life Selfie Project, the 
posters will be up around 
Hackney until July. 
Artist Halina Edwards 
also created new flags, 
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News in brief 


West Reservoir Centre to get 
£1.5 million for refurbishment 


THE West Reservoir Centre, in Woodberry Down, is set to 
receive £1.5 million to make it more accessible. 
Improvements include: 
e The replacement of all pontoons to support safer 
and more controlled open water swimming 
Cycle parking at the front of the main building 
Transforming the cafe into a bar area for events 
Outside showers for open water swimming 
An external sauna and steam room 
Anew entrance to the west side of the building 
New fencing 
The improvements follow the recent installation of 
power-generating solar panels on the centre’s roof, 
as part of an initiative launched by Hackney Light and 
Power, the Council’s publicly-owned energy company. 
Cllr Chris Kennedy, Cabinet Member for Health, Adult 
Social Care and Leisure, said: “We’re committed to 
investing in our leisure spaces because we know just 
how important they are to people’s mental and physical 
wellbeing, particularly after the significant amount of 
time that we’ve been spending inside over the past year 
to help keep Hackney safe. 
“This funding boost will help improve the infrastructure 
and facilities of some of our most popular leisure spaces, 
to help ensure that every single person is able to enjoy 
the benefits that they can bring.” 


residents of the 

Windrush generation 

living in the borough. 
The Hackney Windrush 

public programme 

is curated by Create 

London in partnership 

with Hackney Council, 


outside of Vogue Fabrics supported by Freelands 
Dalston, for people to Foundation. Visit: 
enjoy and to remind hackneywindrush.com 


@ Hackney 


New website, posters and tlags as part of Windrush Day celebrations 


A NEW website 
honouring Hackney’s 
Windrush community — 
featuring events, stories 


and support for those 
affected by the Windrush 
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ACKNEY’S 
theatres, music 
venues, galleries, 
cinemas and 
museums will be invited 
to apply to the Council for 
funding to create special 
offers to welcome back 
residents from September. 

People living in Hackney 
will be treated to a range 
of discounted ticket 
schemes and invitations 
to cultural events and 
activities at approximately 
80 participating venues. 

The discounted 
ticket offers, and other 
activities this initiative is 
designed to support, will 
provide residents with an 
opportunity to rediscover 
the activities taking place 
in Hackney’s local arts 
and cultural venues as the 
sector reopens. 

Philip Glanville, Mayor 
of Hackney said: “Over 
the course of a year, 
shaped by loss and untold 
challenges, we as a Council 
have sought to stand 
shoulder to shoulder with 
our diverse cultural and 
creative sector. 

“For many it has often 
been a question of just 
surviving; but now lam 
determined through this 
investment to help venues 
bring back the excitement 
of live performance which 
underpins so much of 
Hackney’s creative spirit.” 

Small grants of up to 
£5,000 will be available 
to arts and cultural venues 
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offers.to*™ 
cultural« 
events 


in Hackney to support 
them to reconnect and 
re-engage with ticket- 
buying audiences, and to 
help them reach out to the 
local community. 


Arts and cultural venues 
are invited to submit 
proposals for the creation 
of a discounted ticket 
offer, or other incentive 
for residents to visit a 


venue, or for the hosting of 
cultural events designed 

to reintroduce residents 

to a venue. 


MORE INFO 


Details of how cultural 
i venues can apply 
for the funding will 


be made available at: 
lovehackney.uk in the 
week beginning 5 July 


£3 
Friday 


02 JULY FREE ; 
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LGBTQIA+ festival celebrating 
18 to 30 year olds is underway 


A FIVE-day virtual festival, aimed at empowering and 
celebrating racially minoritised LGBTQIA+ people, aged 
18 to 30 years old, is open this week. 

As part of Pride month, the festival will include free 
webinars, workshops and panel discussions with 
businesses, artists and influencers to try and get more 
LGBTQIA+ people into the creative industries. 

The programme includes a panel talk from the team 
behind the infamous queer arts festival Mighty Hoopla, 
a dance performance workshop by dual heritage 

queer musician and choreographer Tylor Deyn, and 

a discussion and anonymous Q&A with Veronica 
McKenzie, Aisha Shaibu and Daniel ‘Yomi’ Asaya. 
Other events include a lyric & creative writing workshop, 
podcast, performances and a live DJ stream. 

Produced by Petok Productions, Inquiring Festival is 
funded by Hackney Pride 365 and has been developed 
as part of the Discover Young Hackney programme — 
both of which are Council initiatives. 

For more info, or to book, visit: inquiringfestival.co.uk 
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British-Vietnamese history archive to receive emergency conservation 
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THE largest known 
archive of British- 
Vietnamese history has 
been secured for future 
generations, thanks to 
intervention by Hackney 
Chinese Community 
Services and the Council. 
The invaluable 
catalogue of documents 
and artefacts, which were 
nearly lost to vandalism, 
have been saved and will 
now receive emergency 
conservation treatment 
before being moved to a 


new home. 

These include rare 
self-published poetry 
and biographies, papers 
documenting the work of 
the An Viet Foundation 
(AVF) and posters 
produced to promote 
Vietnamese events. 

The work is a result of a 
successful grant application 
to the Government’s 
Covid-19 Archives Fund, 
administered by The 
National Archives. 

The historical documents 


belong to the AVF, which 
was set up in Hackney 

in 1981 to support 
Vietnamese settlement in 
London after the Second 
Indochina War. 

It was a central hub 
for Vietnamese families 
— providing support with 
housing, health outreach, 
English language, and 
mother-tongue classes. 

It also housed the 
Southeast Asian 
Research Centre. 

When the AVF wound 


up in 2017, the documents 
from the centre, along 
with the organisation’s 
records, were damaged 
due to vandalism. 

Mayor Glanville said: 
“We collectively owe a 
duty to uphold the legacy 
of our Chinese, Vietnamese 
and other South East Asian 
communities, preserving it 
for future generations.” 

Hackney Archives 
Manager, Dr Etienne 
Joseph, added: 

“The grant from the 


Covid-19 Archives Fund 
means that we are now 
able to work together 
with Hackney Chinese 
Community Services 

and representatives of 
Hackney’s Vietnamese 
community to rescue the 
material and make sure the 
history of the AVF and the 
people it served remains 
part of our story.” 

For more info, visit: 
hackney.gov.uk/archives; 
or email: archives@ 
hackney.gov.uk 
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You can RECYCLE att of these ITEMS from your KITCHEN 


[SSS hs \ Se : ® Squash cans to save 


space in your recycling 


If you are unsure about any items, want to check your collection 
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your dog 


© Report dog fouling: 

U Visit: www.hackney.gov.uk/dog-fouling 
Email: enforcementsupport@hackney.gov.uk 
Call: 020 8356 4504 


E Council was 
attacked by organised 
cyber criminals in 
October last year. The 

attack impacted many of the 
Council’s ‘legacy’ systems 

— the older technologies 

that it had been working to 
replace — affecting many of 
its services. 

Council teams are 
continuing to work hard to 
restore its systems, process 
the backlog of work that has 
built up, and deliver as many 
of its services as possible 
while this work takes place. 


What Services have 
now been restored? 


Since the attack Council 
teams, working with external 
experts and suppliers who 

are supporting its recovery 

work, have: 

e Recovered the elections 
system so that Hackney was 
able to hold this year’s May 
elections successfully; 

e Made substantial progress 
with recovery of its Housing 
Benefits, Council Tax and 
Business Rates services; 

¢ Continued to accelerate the 
delivery of the modern, cloud 
based systems that it was 
working to introduce before 
the attack took place. 

Where recovery work is 

expected to continue to take 

some time Council teams 

have worked to improve the 

interim service arrangements 

that it has in place. 

This includes delivering a partial 

land searches service and 

advice for people buying and 
selling homes in Hackney. 

The severity of this criminal 

attack means that it will still be 

many months before the Council 
is in a position to operate all 

of its services normally. As 

well as the technical recovery 

work, substantial work will be 
required to process backlogs 

of work that has built up while 

systems have been unavailable. 

If the impacts of the attack 

are putting you at risk of 

hardship then contact the 

Council’s Here To Help service 

on: 020 8356 3111 (9am to 5pm, 

Monday to Friday). 


- The Coun 
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cilis a 
hard to restore services hit 
by October’ Syberattack 


Keeping your information safe 


THERE has been a huge 
increase in serious cyber 
crime over the last year, 
with national governments 
recognising the need for 
coordinated international 
action to tackle this 
worrying trend. 

Victims have included 
organisations of all shapes 
and sizes, including major 
global businesses, national 
infrastructure providers and 
public services. 

Hackney Council is 
continuing to work closely 


How to protect 
yourself online 


KEEPING safe online is 

just as important as the 
steps we take to stay safe 
in the physical world. The 
National Cyber Security 
Centre provides useful online 
safety advice: ncsc.gov. 
uk/collection/top-tips-for- 
staying-secure-online 
Useful advice on how you 
can protect yourself against 
the risk of fraud can also be 
found on the Action Fraud 
website: actionfraud.police. 
uk/individual-protection 


with national cyber security 
agencies and sector partners 
to ensure that its experience 
can help support the effort to 
beat these criminals. 

As part of the Council’s 
recovery work it is making 
every effort to ensure that 
residents’ information held in 
its systems is safe. 

The recovery work is 
accelerating the Council’s 
plans to move to using 
modern, cloud technologies 
that were already in progress 
before the attack. 


Bogus callers 


BE WARY of phone callers 

and people who visit your 
home claiming they need 
information from you because 
of the cyberattack, as they 
may be scammers attempting 
to collect your sensitive 
information or take fraudulent 
payments from you. 

If you’re worried about the 
authenticity of a call, take the 
caller’s name and extension 
and call the Council's 
switchboard on: 

020 8356 3000 and ask for 
that extension. Council staff 
who visit your home will 
always carry identification 
—ask for it before letting 
anyone into your home. 
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New Jobcentre Plus to give 
opportunities to young people 


AFIVE-FLOOR Jobcentre Plus has been formally opened by 
the Mayor of Hackney, Philip Glanville. 

The Council completed the letting of 2 Hillman Street to the 
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) earlier this year. 
This builds on the Council’s collaboration with DWP and 
partners New City College to enhance opportunities for 
young people in the borough, many of whom have been 
hit hard by the pandemic financially and face entering a 
challenging labour market. 

Hackney Works, the Council’s free employment support 
service, will be working within the building in partnership 
with Jobcentre Plus to ensure that local expertise can be 
used to boost access to work for unemployed residents. 
Young people visiting the Jobcentre Plus will also be 

able to get involved in the paid Kickstart scheme, which 

is helping to put 16 to 24 year olds on Universal Credit 

to launch their careers, with placements on offer in 
Hackney industries — including technology, fashion and 
the green economy. 

For more job opportunities in Hackney, including the 
Kickstart scheme, visit: opportunities.hackney.gov.uk 
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Last chance for EU nationals to 
apply for settled status in the UK 


EU nationals living in the UK have until 30 June to apply 
to stay in the UK. 

There are still 1,500 Hackney residents who are eligible 
to apply and have not yet done so. About 15 per cent 

of Hackney residents — 41,500 people — are from EU 
countries. They, along with people from Switzerland, 
Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway, still have a few days 
left to apply for Settled Status if they wish to retain their 
current rights to live, work and access services in the UK. 
Settled Status is applicable to anyone who can prove that 
they have been in the UK continuously for five years or 
more before the end of last year. 

Pre-Settled Status is for anyone who has been in the UK 
for less than five years by the end of last year. 

The process can be done online and should be 
straightforward for most. 

For more info, or to apply, visit: hackney.gov.uk/brexit 
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NDER- 16s living 

in Hackney are set 

to get unlimited 

flume and leisure 
pool visits at the Britannia 
Leisure Centre this summer 
to celebrate its opening on 
30 June. 

The time-limited offer 
at the brand new facility 
will mean that after paying 
£1.35 for a pay and play 
card under-16s, students 
and under-18 concessions 
who live in Hackney will be 
able to ride the eight-metre- 
high flume and splash in 
the fun-filled leisure pool 
—with its water fountains, 
slides and drenching 
bucket — on as many days 
as they choose, subject 
to booking and capacity 
restrictions in place due to 
Covid-19 guidelines. 

This offer is in 
recognition of a challenging 
15 months for young 
people in Hackney and is 
limited until 31 August to 
mark a ‘summer of play’ 
in the borough. 

In line with all other 
indoor centres in Hackney, 
registered under-18s and 
over-60s will also be able 
to swim for free in the main 
pool and teaching pool on 
a permanent basis. 

Cllr Chris Kennedy, 
Cabinet Member for 
Health, Adult Social Care 
and Leisure, said: “I’m 
so proud to be opening 
the new Britannia Leisure 
Centre next week. We want 
the whole community to 
get involved! 

“The centre has so much 
to offer — including its 
incredible flume and 
leisure pool - so we’re 
delighted to be able to give 
under-16s unlimited use of 
these amazing facilities 
over the summer.” 

Cllr Caroline Woodley, 
Cabinet Member for 
Families, Early Years, 
Parks and Play, added: 
“With so much going on 
this summer, including 
the opening of the new 
and inclusive facilities 
at Britannia and the 
refurbishment of a number 


1@e ., 


e 
eoocccceesecccccce 


Britannia 
Leisure Centre’s 
facilities 


e Asix-lane, 25-metre main 
swimming pool (with 
access to a sauna and 
steam room); 

e A20x10-metre training pool 
for children and families, 
with water features and 
a flume complete with 
interactive lights; 

e Asix-court sports hall; 

e Four squash courts; 

e Two rooftop five-a-side 
football pitches; 

e Two tennis courts; 

e Afitness suite, group 
cycle zone and flexible 
studio spaces; 

e Acafe, creche, soft play 
area and public toilets. 


of our parks play facilities, 
we want to see everyone — 
regardless of age or ability 
- get involved in a summer 
of play. 

“Tcan’t wait to see 
everyone at the new 
Britannia enjoying this 
amazing offer.” 

Under-16s, students, 
or under-18 concessions 
who live in Hackney can 
download the Better UK 
app from the App Store or 
Play Store and get their pay 
and play card. 
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The local community is at the heart of 
the new Britannia Leisure Centre 


1. Six-lane main swimming pool at the Britannia Leisure Centre; 2. Iris, Joy, Len and Irene, some of the 
residents photographed for the One Hundred Years artwork at the entrance to the centre; 3. The exterior of 
the centre; 4. Mayor Glanville and local councillors have a go on the bikes; 5,6,7,8 & 9. Facilities at the centre 
include a 25-metre swimming pool, group cycle zone, splash area zones, squash courts and a water flume 


Photos: Sean Pollock 


www.hackney.gov.uk 
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CITY OF 
LONDON 
ACADEMY, 
SHOREDITCH 
PARK 


AS WELL as the new leisure 
centre, hundreds of new 
homes — including 81 


genuinely affordable homes 


for social rent and shared 
ownership — the project is 
delivering a new secondary 
school, which opened its 
doors earlier this month. 
Mayor of Hackney, Philip 
Glanville, and Deputy Mayor 
of Hackney, Cllr Anntoinette 
Bramble, got a sneak peak 
of the new City of London 
Academy (CoLA), Shoreditch 
Park a week before it opened. 
Deputy Mayor Bramble, said: 
“I've heard from so many 
students who were really 
excited to get started in the 
new school, and | was so 
pleased to be able to see the 
beautiful architecture and 
facilities for myself. 

“It really is an inspiring place 
to learn, and proof of why 
this investment — alongside 
the new leisure centre and 
hundreds of new homes — in 
the area is so important for 


the local community.” 


CoLA facts 


e The new school provides 
1,140 much-needed 
places for students 

aged 11-18; 

The City of London 
Academy Trust has an 
outstanding track record 
in the borough, with 89 
per cent of students at 
The City Academy 
Hackney achieving five 
or more A*—C grades at 
GCSE level; 

It’s one of the top 
schools in the country 
for pupil progress; 

The new school will 
continue to use Hackney’s 
existing admissions policy, 
based on distance from 
the school, and will not 
be selective. a™ 
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS 


ONE HUNDRED portraits of 
people from Hackney will 
greet visitors to the new 


Britannia Leisure Centre as 
they walk through the doors 


for the first time. 
For over three years Jenny 


Lewis visited people’s homes 


and workplaces — as well 
as local parks, social clubs, 
community centres and 
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10 & 11. The City of London Academy, Shoreditch Park; 12. Deputy Mayor Bramble in one of the 
classrooms; 13. The Blackstones; 14, 15 & 16. BRAFA Square with the dedication to the reggae 


allotments — to photograph 
and document 100 members 
of her local community. 

She said: “I’ve thought for a 


while now, that the ordinary is 


actually pretty extraordinary. 
You don’t have to look far 

to find the good stuff on 
your doorstep. 

“People are fascinating and 
so unique. No one replicates 


the other because everyone 
has had such different 
experiences along the way.” 
Iris, Joy, Len and Irene — four 
participants in Jenny Lewis’ 
One Hundred Years exhibition 
— saw it for the first time 
earlier in the month. 

Jenny said: “It was so much 
fun taking Iris, Len, Joy and 
Irene to see the legacy of One 


artists; 17. Jenny Lewis’ art installation, One Hundred Years; 18 & 19. The rooftop pitches 


Hundred Years in the new 
Britannia. | can’t wait for you 
all to see it.” 

Mayor Glanville added: 
“Public art really matters, 
so | was incredibly excited 
to see this installation in 
place. We think it provides a 
fitting welcome for the local 
community as they arrive at 
the new Britannia.” 


Photos: Sean Pollock 
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“0 
BRAFA 
SQUARE 


THE square at the 
entrance to Britannia 
Leisure Centre — called 
BRAFA Square after the 
British Reggae Artists 
Famine Appeal (BRAFA) — 
has a fascinating history 
behind it. 

On 1 July, as part of 
International Reggae Day, 
the original members 

of local reggae group 

The Blackstones will be 
discussing the legacy of 
the BRAFA online — for 
free — from 7pm. 

BRAFA was set up in 

1984, in response to 

Band Aid’s lack of 
representation of African 
and Caribbean artists. 
Hackney resident and lead 
singer of The Blackstones, 
Leon Leiffer, formed BRAFA 
with fellow musicians 
Courtney Carr, Ras Elroy 
Bailey, Tony Douglas, 
Raymond Dangarembizi, 
Jah Bunny, Ken Kendricks 
and Gene Rondo. 

They recorded a charity 
single ‘Let’s Make Africa 
Green Again’ (pictured), 
which was performed at 
aconcert in Shoreditch 
Park, raising thousands for 
Ethiopian famine relief. 
Leon said: “As a young boy 
leaving the Caribbean and 
coming to England | would 
never envision something 
like this. 

“Now, 35 years later, the 
name BRAFA is coming 
back alive and will be 
there for the rest of time, in 
history, in Hackney.” 

To listen to memories of the 
BRAFA on 1 July, from 7pm, 
visit: bit.ly/IRD_BRAFA 
Visit: irduk.co.uk for a full 
programme 


( 5) For more information 
about the new 
WY) Britannia Leisure 


Centre, visit: better.org. 
uk or download the Better 
app for your smartphone 
or tablet 


@ Hackney 
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Cheaper, greener, 
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Go Beyond Recycling 


Thousands of parents are 
making the switch to real nappies 


Real cotton nappies are easy to use, soft on the skin and don’t contain 
absorbent gels. They are cheaper than disposable ones, a study showed 
a saving of up to £1,000 compared to buying disposable nappies. 


Meet local parents, chat about real nappies, 
and claim your £54 voucher: 


e Nappuccinos - 
washable nappy demos 


e Advice and information about 
real nappies 


e Pop-up nappy shop 


e Give and take days - 
swaps for real nappies, baby 
clothes, and maternity wear 


e Information on washable nappies 


dalstonplan.commonplace.is 
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KEEP UP 


TO DATE 


EW street trees, 
free public 
Wi-Fi and 
cashless payment 
machines are among the 
improvements coming to 
Ridley Road Market in 
Dalston, as part of a 
£1.5million joint- 
investment between 
Hackney Council and 
the Mayor of London’s 
Good Growth Fund. 
Proposals for the street 
market and improvements 
in nearby Ashwin Street 
have been designed in 
collaboration with the 
market’s traders over the 
last year to help create a 
greener, safer and more 
accessible market for 
residents, local businesses, 
shoppers and visitors. 
Other changes will 
include improved facilities 
for traders, such as new- 
look gazebos and larger 
pitches — helping them 
attract more customers — 
and better public spaces 
throughout the market, 
with new trees, planting, 
greenery and places to sit. 
Changes to the market’s 
layout will help make the 
busy market safer and more 


Ridley Road revamp 


Street market in line to benefit as part 
of proposed £1.5million investment 
for Dalston town centre 


Main and right: CGI images of the proposed improvements to Ridley Road Market in the new draft Dalston Plan. Below: Ridley Road Market today 
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accessible, and encourage 


visitors to make use of its Dalston has undergone big 
ee 6 changes in recent years, yet 
New dedicated character g y iy 


areas — including a hot 
food stall zone and market 
garden area with trees and 
seating — are also planned. 

In Ashwin Street, new 
signage, street trees, planters 
and paving will help build 
on its reputation as a focal 
point for Dalston’s creative 
and cultural organisations 
while making it greener, 
more accessible and 


Ridley Road Market has acted 
as an important anchor 99 


recent years, yet Ridley 
Road Market has acted 
as an important anchor 
with its continuity that 
reassures many of us and 
helps give Dalston town 
centre its cultural and 
economic identity. 


more pedestrian and 
cycle-friendly. 

Cllr Guy Nicholson, 
Deputy Mayor for Housing 
Supply, Planning, Culture 
and Inclusive Economy, 
said: “Dalston has 
undergone big changes in 


“But our commitment 
to protecting Ridley Road 
street market does not mean 
standing still — it means 
investing in its future, 
enhancing what makes it 
so special and equipping 
traders so they can maintain 
their businesses and 
continue to provide a vital 
service to the community 
as we reopen following the 
coronavirus Crisis. 

“These proposals 
represent an important 
first step in delivering the 


About Dalston 4 


DALSTON is Hackney’s largest « 
town centre, but in recent f 
years the area has seen big 
changes as it has become a 
more popular place to live, 


work and visit. ; ; ) 7 
Dalston is a hub for creative draft Da eee an o 

industries and cultural — ai a 

organisations, and a destination ouncil ls committed to 
: act on the feedback of 


for entertainment and nightlife. 
The changes to the area have 

provided major benefits, such 

as a bigger range of businesses 


residents and businesses 

to create a greener, safer 
and more sustainable town 
centre and work for a fair 


challenges, leading to concerns 
that Dalston’s unique character 


doing to deliver on the priorities 
of the Dalston community 


on the high street and job —and some of the places and and ensure changes benefit : 
opportunities for local people ina _ facilities that are most valued local people and businesses recovery for Dalston. 
growing town centre. locally — may be under threat. first at: hackney.gov.uk/ Work is expected to 
Butit has also created Find out what the Councilis  —_ regeneration-dalston begin in September and be 
completed next year. 
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Have your say 
on the future 
of Dalston 
town centre 


THE Council has launched 
a consultation on the new 
draft Dalston Plan, which 
sets out wider proposals for 
changes to the town centre. 

This is the culmination 
of over three years of 
collaboration between 
the Council and the local 
community, which started 
with the Dalston Conversation 
—an engagement exercise 
with input from more than 
5,000 people. 

The plan formally sets out 
how development in the area 
will be managed to protect 
and enhance what residents 
and businesses value most 
about Dalston — from the 
unique shopping offer to 
the thriving cultural and 
night-time economies and 
much-loved local institutions, 
such as Ridley Road Market 
and the Dalston Eastern 
Curve Garden. 

It also establishes how 
changes that are needed 
to accommodate new 
homes and workspaces 
can be delivered in line 
with the priorities set by the 
community and the Council’s 
commitment to ensure a fair 
recovery from the pandemic. 

Site proposals for the town 
centre set out a clear delivery 
plan on how and when 
developments will happen. 

The consultation is set to 
Close on 20 August. 

View and comment on 
the proposals in the draft 
Dalston Plan at: dalstonplan. 
commonplace.is 
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Jo 
. Dennis, digital consultant, and his daughter 
» Sahara, 14, who has been travelling between 
separated parents in lockdown 
, Dennis: “I’ve enjoyed it. Less people, less noise, 
\} less pollution.” 
- aT 


xhibition about 
e first three 

nths of the first 
UK lockdown is set to 
open at Haggerston Park 
next month. 

Hackney photographer 
Olivia Harris documented 
her local community 
from the early days of the 
Government’s ‘stay at home’ 
order to the gradual easing 
of restrictions. 

Olivia recalls: “The 
project started off in 
isolation, and I was 
photographing single 
people — isolated — and a bit 
scared. And then it moved 
on and people wanted to 
connect more and were 
hungry for interaction.” 

For three months Olivia 
packed her photographic 
equipment onto her bicycle 
and captured portraits 
of fellow east Londoners 
whose front yards became 
home offices, social hubs 
and spaces to reflect on the 
new world order. 

Olivia says: “I noticed 
there was a shift in the way 
we were behaving and I 
wanted to document it. I 
had no assistants — it was 
just me photographing what 
I saw. I wasn’t sure, at first, 
if I had anything but after 
a few shoots I started to get 
excited about the images. 

“T found it oddly uplifting 


i 


Halcyon and her grandson 


Halycon: “I’m retired and so we're 
just staying at home, appreciating 


family and our home.” 
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and encouraging that people 
were trying to make the 

best of a crappy situation. 

It lifted my spirits. 

“T’ve also always been sad 
that we don’t use our public 
spaces and that, to me, is 
exciting in a visual way. 

“T was keen to get a broad 
spectrum of people and 
Hackney is a very varied 
borough. There are a lot of 
different people here that 
makes it interesting.” 

Twenty photographs 
from this period are being 
turned into a free, open-air 
exhibition, called ‘Days 
on Repeat’, at Haggerston 
Park, which is set to open 
on 8 July. A book, with 
the same title, is also 
available to purchase. 


Haggerston Park, E2 8NH. To buy the book, or to see 


www.hackney.gov.uk 


il ‘Days on Repeat’ runs from 8 July to 5 August at 


more of Olivia’s work, visit: www.olivia-harris.co.uk 


Davide, a furloughed physio 
from Australia 

“| was going to go to the Epping 
Forest but | can’t now.” 
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Peter, asset manager, working from home 
“This is the only place to get sun in the house 
during the day... [lockdown] has been a 
combination of sunbathing, work and Xbox. 


James, Victoria, Cassia, Laura and Frances on their steps 
“We've chatted to all sorts of people we simply wouldn’t 
have met even though they live just a few houses away.” 
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Jonas, account manager, and 
Charlie, works in education 
[ Charlie: “Normally I’m surrounded 
by people. Not being validated by 
that has been tough.” 
tw 1 ig a - 7 a 5 
: Friends Charlotte and Mary 
: Charlotte: “This has revealed 
how much | need people. Seeing | 
friends again is wonderful.” 
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Alexandra, sunbathing | ‘5 
on her steps 


“1 don’t want to sit in the 
< Giacomo park, but this feels OK” 


from Italy 
“My girlfriend 
hates it when 
| sit out here 
sunbathing. 
She think 

I'ma bit 
ridiculous. But 
it’s the only 
way | can go 
out. We don’t 
go to the park 
because there 
are too many 
people. Plus 
this way | get 
to know my 
neighbourhood 
better.” 


Saskia and Earl, models : Toddler play area, 
Earl: “It’s forced everyone to look : lon Square Gardens, 
inside themselves and | think that’s Bethnal Green 

' a good thing but, God, I’m bored.” 
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small electrical 


To make it easy to recycle, we have recycling banks 
all around Hackney for small items like phones, 
toasters, kettles, irons and DVD players. 


Find your nearest electrical recycling bank: 
hackney.gov.uk/electricals 


\ hackney.gov.uk/electricals © Hackney 
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ACKNEY pupils 

on free school 

meals can expect 

a summer of fun — 
and nourishment —- thanks 
to the Government-funded 
Holiday Activities and 
Food (HAF) programme. 

The Council has teamed 
up with a number of 
schools, sports activity 
providers and community 
services to offer a wide- 
range of exciting activities as 
part of the HAF scheme. 

There will be sports 
activities, arts and drama, 
mentoring, healthy eating 
and nutrition tutorials, 
food provision and much 
more set out across various 
locations in the borough. 

A pilot holiday 
programme, one of which 
ran at Mandeville Primary 
School, E5, during the 
Easter break, was a success. 

Louise Nichols, Executive 
Head of LEAP federation 
of schools, said: “We are 
really pleased that there 
is this funding available 
for holiday activities this 
summer and also to provide 
hot, tasty lunches every day 
for the children who attend. 

“Tt was a really positive 
experience in April when 
we ran a pilot of the 
programme at Mandeville 
- staff, children and parents 
all enjoyed the programme 
we put together which 
included sports, cooking, 
dance, gardening and art.” 

Marc Thompson, 
Mandeville’s Associate 
Headteacher, added: “We 
are running our HAF 
programme at Mandeville 


Online teaching helped adult learners and their teachers achieve new goals 


this summer because it 
provides opportunities 
for our children to engage 
in activities that promote 
fitness with a purpose, 
teach them how to cook 
healthy and nutritious 
meals, teach them how 
to embrace their own 
creativity and strengthen 
their mental and physical 
health and wellbeing.” 

Two Hackney primary 
schools — Mandeville and 
Kingsmead, E9 — also 
feature in footballer Marcus 
Rashford’s short film 
promoting the national 
HAF programme. 

In the film, Marcus says: 
“Tt’s very important that 


ADULT learning has 
been a lifeline during the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
according to a teacher and 
student who adapted to 
tough circumstances to 
achieve their goals. 
Hackney’s Adult 
Learning Service plays a 
vital role in supporting 
residents on their 
journey to learn new 
skills to enter, return or 


children have activities to 
do throughout the holidays. 
When they go the children 
have hot meals prepared. 
At home it’s not guaranteed 
they’ve got that.” 
Mandeville parent, Tanya 
Williams-Griffith, agrees. 
She says: “I love having 
schemes like this so that my 
daughter can come and be 
with her friends and have an 
outlet to play.” 


MORE INFO 


HAF2021.0RG 


©)) For more information on Hackney’s HAF programme, visit: 

0 education.hackney.gov.uk Keep an eye out for next 
issue’s Hackney Life (out 19 July) which will include the 

Summer Activities Guide for young people in Hackney. 

To view the film, visit: haf2021.org 


progress at work. 

ICT teacher Chinny 
Elechi is one of the 
teachers who deliver 
courses from pre-entry 
level to GCSE in English, 
Maths and ICT, as well 
as professional 
qualifications such as 
Health and Social Care. 

She said: “Online 
teaching looked precarious 
as this was a plan that had 


never been discussed in 
the department. Yet our 
team of teachers embarked 
on upskilling ourselves, 
participating in peer 
training and attending 
digital workshops.” 
Chathurani Gunasekara, 
43, from Hackney Wick, 
signed up for courses in 
GCSE Maths and Level 2 
Support Work in Schools. 
She said: “The fact 


months of the lockdown. 


in small classes.” 


courses were online was 
great as it meant I could 
keep my eye on my boys 
while being in class. 

“And the support from 
the teachers was amazing, 
they gave us time to talk to 
each other at a time when 
you couldn’t really talk to 
anyone which helped a lot. 

“Having that focus 
showed me what I could 
do and gave me an aim to 
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ELATT wins prestigious award 
for its training during pandemic 


FURTHER education college ELATT, based in Haggerston, 
has been awarded Training Provider of the Year 2021 in 
the Tes FE Awards for the second time. 

Tes judges were particularly impressed with ELATT’s 
pandemic response, including the ‘no learner left behind’ 
mentality, where students were supplied with internet 
access, devices — including smartphones and laptops — 
and printed learning packs where needed. 

Some 300 of these were delivered during the first few 


Despite often having special educational needs (SEND) 
and/or challenging circumstances, ELATT students 
continued to achieve success rates above national 
averages, with a 93.7 per cent pass rate and ELATT 
achieving 96.8 per cent student retention. 

Tes FE Awards 2021 lead judge, Jane Hickie, said: “ELATT 
has excelled during the pandemic by further extending its 
reach into communities in London with its mix of full-and 
part-time or evening classes, which are delivered online or 


ELATT CEO, Anthony Harmer, added: “We’re delighted to 
have won Training Provider of the Year. Our response to 
the pandemic was rapid and focussed on our students and 
the training and support they need. This award is dedicated 
to our hardworking staff, volunteers and students.” 

Spaces are still available for ELATT’s free courses in 
English, business administration, digital skills and more 
For more info on ELATT, visit: elatt.org.uk 


work towards. I have just 
been accepted to study 

at the University of East 
London in September to 
complete my PGCE in 
Biology, I can’t wait! 

“T wouldn’t have been 
able to do it without the 
support of my teachers.” 

For more information 
about courses visit: 
opportunities.hackney. 
gov.uk 
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: ADDITIONAL Iorryloadsof 
> waste are now being recycled 


Hackney’s change for the better 


Boost in borough’s recycling rates after fortnightly waste collections introduced 


HIRTY TWO 
additional 
lorry loads of 
waste are now 
being recycled instead 
of thrown away each 
month, following 
the introduction of 
fortnightly waste 
collections in Hackney 
in March, with the 
vast majority of residents 
working hard to 
recycle more and 
throw away less. 

While the change 
only affected street-level 
properties, not blocks of 
flats or estates, this has 
brought the borough’s 
overall recycling rate up 
to 30.4 per cent. 

The recycling rates at 
the street-level properties 
affected by the changes 
rose by seven per cent to 
46.4 per cent. 

These changes 
mean that around an 
additional 190 tonnes 
of waste is now recycled 
and turned into new 
products and materials 
each month instead of 


being incinerated. 
When fortnightly waste 


collections were introduced, : 


> BOROUGH'S rising recycling 
> rate as whole 
> asaresult of 
: the changes 


all households were given 
smaller 180 litre wheelie 
bins, which all waste must 
fit into every fortnight. 

Additional bins are 
available for large families 
or families with babies. 

To help residents further 
understand the changes 
and increase recycling 
rates, staff have visited 
over 25,000 households 
in the borough over the 
past few months as part of 
the Council’s commitment 
to engage and support 
residents to recycle more. 

In addition, the Council’s 
recycling behaviour change 
team has made 3,500 visits 
to households to support 
those that have required 


further information on using : 
recycling services, including : 


how to use the food waste 
service, recycle the correct 
materials and reduce waste 
in their wheelie bin. 

The Council’s behaviour 
change team will continue 
to visit properties that 


© eoecccsecccccceseoceccceoeecee 


STREET level recycling rate 
as a result 
of the 
changes, 
arise of 
7% 


° 
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TONNES of waste now 
recycled instead of being 
incinerated 


: need additional support 
: with recycling. 


They will also start 


: to issue a formal notice 

: under the Environmental 

: Protection Act to the 

> minority of households that 
> continue not to recycle all 

> they can, or store bins on 

: their property. 


If this engagement does 


: not change behaviour, the 

> Council will also begin to 

: issue community protection 
> notices to landlords and 

: households that persistently 
: recycle incorrectly or have 

> too much waste. 


In order to keep 
pavements as accessible 


|| as possible, wheelie bins 
ji), have, in most cases, only 
‘been provided where there 
: is space to store them off 

: the pavement. The Council 
: will now also start to 

: issue removal notices to 

> properties that persistently 
: store wheelie bins on the 

* pavement unnecessarily. 


Cllr Mete Coban, 


* Cabinet Member for 
: Energy, Waste, Transport 
: and Public Realm, said: 


iz 
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“We've always been clear 
that this change was about 
increasing the amount 

we all recycle, sold like 

to congratulate Hackney 
residents on these incredible 


results, which is seeing more : 
of Hackney’s waste recycled : 


into something new. 
“We all have a duty 
to take care of our waste 
and recycling andI’m so 
proud of the vast majority 
of households that are 
doing so. 
“We want to build 
on these changes, so, in 
addition to the visits 
we have completed in 
the last few months, we 
will start to issue notices 
to households that could 


be throwing away less waste * 


and making more 
use of their unlimited 
recycling allowance.” 


: HOUSEHOLDS visited by a team of staff to 
: help residents understand the changes and 
: increase recycling rates 


Peceeeecsesesecseseesesoce 


LITRE wheelie bins 
were delivered to all 
street-level properties 
when fortnightly waste 
collections began 


HOUSEHOLDS visited 
by the Council’s 
recycling behaviour 
change team to 
support those who 
required information 


O)) Find out more about 
0 the changes at 


hackney.gov.uk/ 


waste-changes 


TTL 


AYOR of 
Hackney, Philip 
Glanville, joined 
councillors 

and concerned residents 

to support the clean-up 
and anti-pollution efforts 
around the River Lea. 

The river is one of 
the most polluted in the 
country and the Council is 
committed to supporting 
the calls from community 
groups and campaigners to 
clean it up. 

The councillors heard 
from campaigners who visit 
the banks most weekends 
to remove dumped rubbish 
- often wading through 
sanitary waste, plastic litter 
and sewage — and believe 
more must be done to stop 
this pollution at source and 
through reduced discharges 
from the sewerage system. 

The river clean-up came 
as the Council submitted 
evidence to Parliament’s 
Environmental Audit 
Committee, which has been 
investigating water quality 
in rivers. 

In its submission, 
the Council called for 
additional resources to 
enable the water pollution 
regulator, the Environment 
Agency, to more frequently 
monitor sites which 
discharge directly into 
watercourses, and for more 
meaningful engagement 
between water companies, 
local authorities and 
community groups. 

Although the Council 
is not responsible for the 
river, earlier this month 
the Mayor met with the 
Environment Agency, 
which regulates river 
pollution, to discuss the 
issue and emphasise the 
concerns of local people, as 
part of continued efforts to 
bring all partners together. 

Mayor Glanville said: 
“The Council has been 
pressing the Government to 
provide more resources to 


clean up what is one of the 
most polluted rivers in the 
country. The Environment 
Agency is yet another 
Government body which 
has seen its funding cut by 
more than half since 2010; 
it is unrealistic to think that 
this does not affect this 
regulator’s ability to provide 
enforcement, particularly 
when dealing with water 
companies that routinely 
discharge raw sewage into 
rivers such as the Lea.” 

Cllr Woodley, Cabinet 
Member for Families, 
Early Years, Parks and 
Play, added: “The state of 
pollution in the River Lea 
is unacceptable. 

“Tt is a community asset 
that we need to protect for 
our local wildlife and people 
to enjoy, and we want 
everyone to come together 


to show their support 
for the River Lea here 
in Hackney. 

“But right now pollution 
levels are making ita 
community nightmare and 
areal threat to public and 
environmental health. 

We are hugely grateful 

to the Lea’s anti-pollution 
campaigners for all they 
are doing.” 


7 River Le 
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MOREINFO 


©) To read Hackney 
Council’s submission 
~)) to the Environmental 


Audit Committee’s 
inquiry into Water 
Quality in Rivers, 
visit: committees. 
parliament.uk/ 
writtenevidence/ 
36466/pdf/ 


Play area sites in borough’s 
parks to get £1m makeover 


CHILDREN’S play areas across Hackney are set to be 
given more than £1 million for their refurbishment. 

The improvements will vary from site to site and will 
take the form of expansion, or complete or partial 
refurbishment — depending on the need of each site. 
Where substantial changes are proposed public 
consultation will take place. 

So far this year, the Council has already consulted on 
projects to improve play areas in Clissold Park, Clapton 
Pond, Butterfield Green, Clapton Square, Haggerston Park 
and Stoke Newington Common. 


How you can help as street 


trees plan hits halfway stage 


RESIDENTS are being asked to help water the borough’s 
new street trees, particularly during hot weather, to 
help them establish as the borough’s tree planting 
programme reaches the halfway stage. 

They are part of one of the largest urban tree planting 
programmes in the country, with 5,000 new street trees 
set to be planted in the borough by next year, along with 
1,000 new trees and 30,000 saplings in parks and green 
spaces. This forms part of the Council’s commitment to 
reach net zero emissions by 2040 and respond to the 
Climate emergency. 

The 2,500th new street tree was planted in spring at 
the end of the planting season in Crossway in Dalston. 
In total, 41 new trees and shrubs have been planted 

in Crossway by the Council’s street tree team and its 
highways contractor Marlborough Highways. 

Offering additional greenery, shade and benefits to 
mental health and wellbeing, the street trees will see 
on-street canopy cover increase from 20 per cent to 

30 per cent by next year, playing an important role in 
filtering polluted air, sequestering carbon, providing 
more shade and reducing extreme temperatures in the 
summer and helping to mitigate local flooding. 
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HE Council’s plans 
to rebuild a greener 
Hackney in the 
aftermath of the 
pandemic are underway — 
with 40 new School Streets 


launched and 15 low traffic 


neighbourhoods (LTNs) 
implemented — supporting 
people to walk, cycle and 
shop locally. 


New policy 
on Blue Badge 
exemptions 

in LINs 


BLUE Badge holders are 

set to be able to drive 
through traffic filters on 
applicable bus routes in 
future trial LTNs, or those 
implemented last year if they 
are made permanent. 

This change follows on 
from comments received 
from residents during the 
Council’s ongoing nine- 
month engagement and 
listening exercise. 

Hackney’s trial LTNs 
are designed to encourage 
people to walk, shop and 
cycle in Hackney, in the 
aftermath of the pandemic, 
while maintaining access to 
all addresses for drivers. 

The decision by the 
Council to grant exemptions 
for Blue Badge holders 
is aimed at addressing 
concerns outlined by some 
people with disabilities 
following the introduction 
of LTNs, and mitigating the 
impact of alternative routes 
on those who find it harder 
to take them. 

The Council has been 
carrying out an engagement 
programme with residents, 
with over 19,000 people 
responding so far. 

It is continuing to listen 
and engage with residents, 
with an independent 
research organisation set to 
analyse the responses. 

The exemption would see 
residents with companion 
badges, which register a 
specific vehicle number plate 
to a Blue Badge, exempt 
from LTN restrictions on 
classified roads with bus 
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LTN schemes 


routes that are managed by 
the Council. 
If this was applied to the 


trials implemented last year, 


it would see companion 
badge holders exempt from 
the camera-enforced traffic 
filters in Shepherdess Walk 
and in three locations on 
Richmond Road. 


| am delighted to announce 
that Blue Badge holders 
will be exempt from future 
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A decision on whether to 
keep, amend or remove the 
LTN trials introduced last 
year will be made following 
a review of comments and 
traffic data. The exemption 
would come into effect at 
that time, if schemes are 
made permanent. 

As well as supporting 
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1. Middleton Road low traffic 
neighbourhood (LTN); 2, 3 & 
4.LTN in practice at Richmond 
Road; 5. LTN signage on 
Middleton Road 


increased walking 
and cycling, LTNs are 
aimed at discouraging 
through-traffic from using 
neighbourhood streets as 
a shortcut. 

About 40 per cent 
of traffic in Hackney 
originates from outside of 
the borough and passes 
through without stopping, 
which is borne out by 
data from traffic cameras 
with traffic filters, which 
show that 82 per cent of 
vehicles driving through are 
registered to drivers from 


outside of Hackney. 

Cllr Mete Coban, 
Cabinet Member for 
Energy, Waste, Transport 
and Public Realm, said: 
“T’ve been clear from the 
start that I’m passionate 
about rebuilding a greener 
Hackney, but that I’m also 
here to listen. 

“Alongside supporting 
people to walk, cycle and 
shop locally, one of the 
core aims of our plans to 
rebuild a greener Hackney 
is to reduce the number 
of car journeys in the 


www.hackney.gov.uk 
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borough, which have 
increased over the last 10 
years despite car ownership 
in the borough decreasing. 

“While many people 
are able to do this, 
we’ve heard from residents 
with disabilities who 
cannot make this switch 
because they can’t walk 
or cycle more. 

“That is why lam 
delighted to announce that 
Blue Badge holders will be 
exempt from future LTN 
schemes, as we aim to make 
them more inclusive. 


“Over the coming weeks 
and months I will continue 
to engage with residents to 
better understand the 
impact of our schemes and, 
where necessary, we will 
continue to make changes 
as we aim to rebuild a 
greener Hackney.” 


Find out more and 
have your say on the 
Council’s plans at: 
rebuildingagreener 
hackney.commonplace.is 
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5 & 6. Mayor Glanville and local councillors at the School Street at Woodberry Down Primary School; 
7. Middleton Road LTN; 8. Forest Road LTN; 9 & 10. School Street at Woodberry Down Primary School; 
11 & 12. Residents using the Richmond Road LTN; 13. Middleton Road; 14. Forest Road LTN; 

15. A young family on Richmond Road LTN 
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Six new 
School Streets 


SIX new School Streets were 
launched in Woodberry 
Down, Cazenove and 
Stamford Hill earlier this 
month, bringing the total in 
Hackney to 48. 

The scheme, which shuts 
roads outside schools at 
opening and closing times, 
is aimed at helping kids 
walk and cycle to school, 
improving air quality and 
making roads safer. 

Mayor Glanville, Cllr 
Coban and local councillors 
joined schoolchildren at 
Woodberry Down Primary 
School for the launch. 

Cllr Coban said: “The 
benefits of School Streets 
are clear — with big 
increases in walking and 
cycling to school, and 
reductions in emissions 
outside schools. 

“The latest six School 
Streets are part of our 
plans to rebuild a greener 
Hackney, in the aftermath 
of the pandemic, and 
bring the total in Hackney 
to 48. This covers nearly 
all state primary schools 
in the borough. 

“As with all our plans 
to rebuild a greener 
Hackney, these School 
Streets are being 
implemented as trials, with 
residents able to have their 
say online or in writing.” 


Traffic 


monitoring 


THE Council has also 
been monitoring traffic 
in new LTNs, with initial 
analysis of results from the 
Homerton and London 
Fields LTNs showing 
reductions in traffic on 
roads inside the LTNs of 
between 40 and 44 per 
cent, and on boundary 
roads by between seven 
and 22 per cent. 

It is set to repeat this 
monitoring at over 200 
sites into the summer, and 
will also introduce its own 
network of 20 continuous 
traffic counters on main 
roads to assess the impacts 
of schemes. 
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I’m Wiser 
Until November, 
various times 


THE Arcola Theatre has 

reopened with an outdoor 

festival called ‘Today I’m 

Wiser’ in its new theatre space, 
Arcola Outside. The programme 
kicks off with ‘My Father the 
Tantric Masseur’ (27-30 June), 
‘Sunnymead Court’ (1-4 July) 

and ‘The Narcissist’ (5-11 July). 
Other notable performances 
include Arcola’s new adaptation — 
of Pierre de Marivaux’s 

romantic comedy, ‘The Game 

of Love and Chance’ and 
collaborations including Tower 
Theatre, Arcola Participation 
companies and Coram. Various 
prices. 24 Ashwin Street, E8 Le 


SDL. Info: arcolatieatre.com ; e 
an ge ae 


EVENTS 
ee PEER, 97-99 Hoxton Street, N1 6QL 


Until 11 July, Wed-Sun, 10am-5pm : and Shoreditch Library, 80 Hoxton 
Artist Dave Buonaguidi celebrates the ¢ Street, N1 6LP. Free. Info: peeruk. 
weirdos on this planet with Hd org/swirl-of-words 

his new solo show. Some 

of Dave’s artworks on 


display were printed ee dune 2 Onin 


inci matoeplla Join Just May for this 
ee Sait ae i confusing situation, 
ee: ingsialt where the boundaries 


Road, E8 4AR. 


info Ranrtenuk of quizzing and bingoing 


merge. This month 
she’s joined by the TikTok 
sensation Bailey J Mills. £9 per ticket 
(sold as tables). 281 Kingsland 
Road, E2 8AS (entry via 
Orsman Road). 


Until 4 August, 

various times 

PEER and Shoreditch 

Library present ‘Swirl 

of Words / Swirl of 

Worlds’, an exhibition 

and a programme of 

live and online events and 

workshops, which intersect e 
visual arts with the spoken and printed ¢ Te Maes) 


e August, weekly, 6-7.30pm 
NSA UU ESTERS eB CoG Each week speakers will share their 


Info: theglory.co/events 


4 
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Main: ‘Today I’m Wiser’. Top left: ‘My Father the Tantric Masseur’; Right: ‘Sunnymead Court’, ‘The Narcissist’ 


thoughts, research and experience 
on dissent. Week 3 focuses on 
‘Dissenting academies and Radical 
Education’ with speakers Kehinde 
Andrews and Ken Worpole. Week 

4 focuses on ‘Radical coalitions — 
thinking across lines of division’ with 


speaker Annie Olaloku-Teriba. Online. 
Suggested donation: £5. Info: ngmh. 


org.uk/events/event/dissent 


1-11 July, various times 
Spitalfields Music Festival returns 
to various locations across east 


London. On 2 July, at 7pm, ‘Open Call 


Showcase’ at Rich Mix showcases 
three composers who are under- 
represented in the musical world. 
On 8 July, at 8pm, ‘Ongemang: 
exploring the spaces in between’ 
at Café OTO showcases Irish 
vocalist, improviser and composer 
Lauren Kinsella who specialises 

in sean-nds, the highly intricate 


traditional Irish vocal style. £15. Info: 
spitalfieldsmusic.org.uk/whats-on/ 


small format artworks. With only 
one piece shown by each artist, this 
offers a rare opportunity to view 
smaller pieces by well- 
known names and 


2-3 July, 8pm 
On 2 July explore songs new talents. Free. 
253 Hoxton Street, 
of fate and favour from ‘ 
medieval Germany, and on Whitmore Estate, 
Ys N1 5LG. Info: 


3 July listen to two period 
instrument performers 
present J S Bach’s complete 


wellhung.co.uk/ 


two-part inventions. The Old ; 

Church, Stoke Newington Church $ Various dates and times 

Street, N16 9ES. £16.50. $ Tai Chi classes around Hackney and 

Info: theoldchurch.org.uk/ $ online, for all ages and levels. £40 per 
¢ month (up to three classes per week). 
s Concessions available. 

2-4 July, 11am-4pm : Info: betweenthemarshestaichi.com 

5 a re e OF Call: 07812 356 415. 

Small Wonders’ is an exhibition of . 


Promote your arts and culture activities! 


Are you a Hackney-based arts and culture organisation? The Council’s 
Culture team would like to help promote any online events and activities for 
free. Visit: bit.ly/HackneyEventForm 


hackney 
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URING the 

longest closure 

of theatres since 

the Second World 
War - due to Covid-19 - 
three enterprising women 
were appointed as joint 
artistic directors of Stoke 
Newington’s Tower 
Theatre Company. 

Ruth Sullivan, Simona 
Hughes and Angharad 
Ormond took the helm of 
the 90-year-old company 
in January, and the theatre 
finally reopened its doors 
earlier this month, after 15 
months of closure. 

Angharad says: “There 
was some doubt whether 
three people could work 
together in a role like that. 
But all three of us are very 
aligned in the way we want 
the company to develop and 
how we see the company in 
three years. 

“We all bring something 
very different to the 
table and our skill sets 
compliment each other. 
There will always be 
challenges and discussions 
but we’re good at allowing 
each other to have the 
space to have an emotional 
reaction to something and 
then work through the 
problem together.” 

The Tower Theatre 
Company is an established 
independent theatre 
company. It has been in 
its current home, in Stoke 
Newington, since 2018 
but has been part of north 
London’s wider community 
— in Camden, Islington and 
then touring — since 1932. 

Simona, who has worked 
for the company for 20 
years, has seen the changes 
the theatre has gone through 
first-hand. 

She says: “Twenty years 
ago the Tower Theatre was 
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orld’s 
stage: 


still in its former home in 
leafy Canonbury. It was 
more insular and it felt 
much more like a private 
members’ club. It certainly 
didn’t feel like a community 
theatre, like it does now, 

in Hackney. 

“T think all the years of 
being an itinerant theatre 
with no base may have been 
a blessing in disguise as the 
Tower membership and 
audience broadened a lot 
during that time. 

“T love Hackney’s 
diversity, its rich history, its 
vibrancy. You find every 
culture and every creed and 
every economic status in 
Hackney, sometimes living 
cheek by jowl. I think that’s 


Theatre, Theatro Technis and Upstairs at the Gatehouse 


1932 

Theatre, Camden 
1952 

Theatre Company 
2003 
2018 
2021 


Hughes and Angharad Ormond 


what makes it feel so alive 
and buzzing.” 

Ruth agrees, adding: “I 
love Hackney’s eclecticism. 
It’s such a large borough 
made up of all sorts of 
different communities — plus 
there are parks, theatres, 
cinemas, restaurants and, of 
course, lots of people from 
all areas and all walks of 
life. It’s busy everywhere 
yet there are many places of 
calm. There is something for 


Tavistock Repertory Company forms as the resident company of the Tavistock Little 
The company moves to the Canonbury Tower in Islington, becoming known as the Tower 
The company leaves Canonbury and performs in different venues, including the Bridewell 


The company moves to its new home in Stoke Newington, Hackney 
The Tower Theatre Company appoints three new artistic directors: Ruth Sullivan, Simona 


everyone here.” 

The theatre company 
has over 700 members and 
friends and puts on dozens 
of productions a year. 

Although it is strictly 
non-professional, famous 
names that have appeared 
there include Sian Phillips, 
Michael Gambon, Richard 
Baker and Alec Clunes. 

Angharad says: 
“Everyone is a volunteer 
at the Tower Theatre — 
actors, stewards, stage 
managers and people 
working behind the bar. 

“The artistic directors are 
responsible for the theatre’s 
direction, which includes 
thinking about what the 
company looks like, who 
it’s made up of, who our 
audiences are and the type 
of theatre and activities we 
want to be putting on. 


“Two key things we’ve 
done, in the early days of us 
being appointed, are setting 
up an Equality, Diversity 
and Inclusion working 
group to see how we —as 
a company — can be more 
diverse and more inclusive. 

“We've also appointed 
a lead for community 
engagement to see how we 
connect with the community 
and local groups we may 
not have connected with in 
the past.” 

The artistic directors 
are now keen to make the 
theatre part of the fabric of 
Hackney’s life. 

The company has already 
been working with local 
schoolchildren from Jubilee 
Primary School who 
shared their experiences of 
lockdown — turning this into 
a performance. 

It has also partnered with 
the Arcola, in Dalston, to 


perform at the brand new 
Arcola Outside theatre, and 
with another new open-air 
venue at the Old Church in 
Clissold Park. 

Angharad says: “Theatre 
is a broad term. It means 
different ways of story- 
telling and communicating 
lives to different people in 
different ways. Sometimes 
we get audience members 
coming to the theatre for the 
first time at the Tower. 

“We're thinking of 
introducing ‘relaxed 
performances’ for more 
flexible ways of theatre 
viewing. We’re thinking of 
going out to the community 
and taking theatre there. 
Taking it to people’s homes 
and lives. 

“Part of theatre for me is 
about my way of escaping 
other aspects of life—a 
way of finding a place of 
belonging and connecting 
with others. 

“T love the way theatre 
happens live, in front of 
you — and the fact that if 
something goes wrong, it 
adds that element of risk. It 
feels more immersive than 
TV or film. The whole space 
is a theatre, not just what’s 
in front of you.” 

Ruth agrees. She says: 
“Going to the cinema is 
incredible but seeing actors 
perform live has the power 
to transfix and transform. 
It’s a very humbling and 
moving experience. 

“T love the creative 
process of theatre, delving 
into a script and exploring 
character and plot, or going 
completely off-piste to make 
some theatre magic.” 

Simona adds: “Good 
theatre is always a truly 
collaborative endeavour, 
where every element is key 
to the overall synergy. In 
theatre, no performance 
is ever the same twice. As 
a live art form, it feeds off 
audience response, it is a 
conversation between both 
sides of the stage.” 


©) A three-week festival, ‘Love [and Survival] in a Time of 
0 Covid’, is on until 18 July. For more information, or to buy 
tickets, visit: towertheatre.org.uk; or call: 020 7353 1700 
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By Etienne Joseph 


ROM what is 

happening on our 

doorstep, to events 

in far-flung corners 
of the globe, the press is 
key to our understanding 
of events in the world. 

A lot of effort goes into 
putting together a story to 
engage the reader and we 
all know that the right 
picture can engage the 
reader and say more thana 
thousand words. 

When it comes to 
Windrush, the mental 
image is formed from the 
press photographs of the 
day — well-heeled young 
men and women arriving 
at the docks in Tilbury and 
calypsonian Lord Kitchener 
proclaiming his affinity with 
his new home. 

Of course, we know that 
the story doesn’t end there. 
In fact, as anyone who 

has dug deep into the 
Hackney Archives’ local 
newspaper collection 
knows, the regional press 
is an invaluable research 
source for anyone interested 
in understanding more 
about the achievements of 
and challenges faced by the 
Windrush Generation over 
the past 80 years. 

A few weeks ago, one of 
the Hackney Archives team 
discovered a series of boxes 
containing photographs 
from the Hackney Council 
press office taken during the 
1980s and 1990s. 

Each box contained a 
treasure-trove of images. 
The team was especially 
captivated by the images 
of Hackney-ites from the 
Windrush Generation. 

Like an old family photo 
album, familiar faces were 
mixed in with pictures of 
people who some of you 
reading this might know, 
but whose identities are a 
mystery to us. 

Pictures like these are so 
important because many 
archive services do not 
have enough evidence of 
the lives, activities and 
contributions of people of 
African Caribbean heritage 


in the UK. 

There are many 
reasons for this, including 
institutional racism and a 
justified lack of trust 
of these services by 
people of African 
Caribbean heritage. 

This is not to say that 
this evidence does not 
exist, simply that much of 
it remains in private family 
collections and a handful 
of specialist archives like 
Autograph in Shoreditch. 

The images on these 
pages are but a sample of 
what we found. 

Hackney Archives will 
be sharing more of these 
Windrush related images on 
its Twitter and other social 
media outlets so 
do look out for those, 
and see if you can spot 
people, places or events that 
you recognise. 


Of the six boxes 
of photographs we 
rediscovered, there is very 
little information that can 
help us identify the people 
featured in the images, or 
the stories behind them. 

Although recognition of 
the Windrush Generation 
has been more forthcoming 
in recent years, there 
remains much to do to 
properly acknowledge the 
trials and the triumphs of 
a group of people who 
have contributed so much 
energy into shaping modern 
British society. 

Sadly, much of the 
material documenting 
these contributions is to 
this day not found in the 
country’s archives and 
museums and we could 
write another article on the 
many reasons for this. 

The team at Hackney 
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Archives understand why the 
Windrush Generation and their 
descendents living in the borough 
might not feel comfortable donating 
their pictures, recordings and 
documents to an institution. 

While we have recently worked 
with several people from the local 
African Caribbean community to 
preserve and share their histories, the 
Hackney Archives team is also happy 
to provide advice and support to 
people who would rather care for 
their own collections. 


HACKNEY Archives has several great images 
of Diane Abbott MP, but the team had no idea 
we had this one pictured, which was taken on 
International Women’s day in 1993. 

In the past, Abbott has spoken publicly 
about the challenges she has faced as a 
black woman in politics — even from within 
her own party. 

Tales of white Labour activists of the 1980s 
refusing to work for her, of the ostracism of 


black Labour candidates by 
figures in the upper echelons of 
the party, and a general feeling 
across the political spectrum 
that white voters would not turn 
out for black candidates make 
for difficult reading 35 years 
on from her election as MP 
for Hackney North and 
Stoke Newington. 
Unfortunately, we were 
unable to determine the name 
of the woman to the left of the 
picture before this went to 
press, but we’d love to know 
who she is and to hear more 
about the work of the Hackney 
Women’s Committee if anyone 
out there can help? 


THE recognition of black- 
owned food businesses as a 
vital means of making a living, 
preserving heritage and culture 
and nurturing community 

is growing. In fact, anew 
exhibition on this subject is 
due to open at the Museum of 
London next month. 

This image of ‘BG’s West 
Indian Restaurant’ which was 
located at 542 Kingsland Road, 
is a way of referencing all of the 
popular food establishments 
still run by descendents 
of the Windrush generation. 

From ‘Roti Stop’ in Stamford 
Hill and the appropriately 
named ‘Windrush bar & 
Kitchen’ in Stoke Newington, 
‘All Nations’, ‘Survivor’, 
‘Rainbow Bakery’ and ‘Pepper 
& Spice’ in Dalston, ‘Yum 
Yums’ in Amhurst Road, ‘R&B’ 
in Clarence Road through to 
‘People’s Choice’ in Chatsworth 
Road and ‘Swift’ in Homerton 
High Street, Hackney residents 
are still spoilt for choice when it 
comes to Caribbean food. 

If you can tell the team any 
more about BG’s, we’d love to 
know -— or if you are interested 
in exploring a project on the 
history of African Caribbean 
food in Hackney, please also 
get in touch. 


ALSO known as the ‘Master 
Blaster’, British St Lucian 
Boxer Sylvester Mittee was a 


big name locally, nationally 
and internationally, winning 
multiple championships during 
his sporting career. 

Travelling to Britain by boat 
in 1962, Mittee boxed for 
Crown & Manor, and Repton 
Amateur Boxing Clubs in 
Hoxton, and Bethnal Green 
respectively — representing 
Great Britain at the 1976 
Olympics in Montreal, Canada 
and going on to win several 
titles, including European 
Welterweight Champion. 

AHackney resident to this 
day, he eventually traded in the 
gloves for a different type of 
physical activity altogether — 
providing fitness and mobility 
classes for older people in care 
home settings and sharing 
his experience with the 
borough’s young people as 
a youth worker. 

This undated image we 
found of him taking on 
stewarding duties at the 
Victoria Park Fun Run proves 
his enduring commitment to 
supporting his local community 
and the borough he has called 
home for over five decades. 


MORE INFO 
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THIS is a picture of an unknown 
woman taken inside her house, 
we’re guessing sometime in the 
late 1980s. 

We are not sure what the 
reason was for the original 
image having been taken, but 
there is something very striking 
about it. Unfortunately, there is 
no indication as to who the lady 
is she is, so please get in touch 
if you know. 

Apart from the woman 
herself, we were also struck 
by the composition of the 
photograph — for me at least, 
the picture took me back 
to the hours spent in my 
grandmother’s front room 
listening quietly to the wisdom 
of ages. 

The fabric map of back home, 
the patterned wallpaper, the 
thermometer and the carefully 
hung decorative plate are all 
things that | remember well. 

They have since become so 
referenced in certain circles 
that African Caribbean curators 
like Michael McMillan and Rose 
Sinclair have created entire 
exhibitions about them. 


(O) Hackney Archives will be sharing images on Twitter, 

| | Facebook and Instagram: @ArchivesHackney 

\ For more information, visit: hackney.gov.uk/archives 
Explore Hackney Archives’ online catalogue at: bit.ly/ 
HackneyArchive If you would like to speak about your archives, or 
if you can help us with more information about anyone featured in 
these images, email: archives@hackney.gov.uk or call Wednesday 
to Friday between 11am-6pm on: 020 8356 8925. 
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Hackney’s executive Mayor Philip Glanville was directly elected by the 
borough in 2018. He is the political leader of the Council, overseeing the 
budget and all Council services. The Mayor holds monthly casework surgeries 
in the Town Hall. To book an appointment, email: mayor@hackney.gov. 

uk; oF call: 020 8356 2212. Residents are first encouraged to contact their 
ward councillor. Civic and ceremonial duties are undertaken by the Speaker of 
Hackney. The current Speaker is Cllr Michael Desmond. 


Physical surgeries have been replaced by virtual surgeries due 
to coronavirus. For more information, email your local councillor using the format 
‘firstname.lastname@hackney.gov.uk’ or call 0208 356 3373 to arrange a phone 


or video call. 


1. BROWNSWOOD 


Contact Cllr Brian Bell on email: 
brian.bell@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Clare Potter on email: 
clare.potter@hackney.gov.uk 


2. CAZENOVE 


Contact Cllr Anthony McMahon on email: 
anthony.mcmahon@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Sam Pallis on email: 
sam.pallis@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Caroline Woodley on email: 
caroline.woodley@hackney.gov.uk 


3. CLISSOLD 


Contact Cllr Sophie Cameron on email: 
sophie.cameron@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Kofo David on email: 
kofo.david@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Sade Etti on email: 
sade.etti@hackney.gov.uk 


4. DALSTON 


Contact Cllr Soraya Adejare on email: 
soraya.adejare@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Peter Snell on email: 


peter.snell@hackney.gov.uk 
Or call: 07941 179 129. 


5. DE BEAUVOIR 


Contact Cllr Polly Billington on email: 
polly.billington@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr James Peters on email: 
james.peters@hackney.gov.uk 


6. HACKNEY CENTRAL 


. 
AB 7 


Contact Cllr Ben Hayhurst on email: 
ben.hayhurst@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Vincent Stops on email: 
vincent.stops@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Sophie Conway on email: 
sophie.conway@hackney.gov.uk 


7. HACKNEY DOWNS 


Contact Cllr Michael Desmond on email: 
michael.desmond@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Anna-Joy Rickard on email: 
anna-joy.rickard@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Sem Moema on email: 
sem.moema@hackney.gov.uk 


8. HACKNEY WICK 


Contact Cllr Christopher Kennedy on email: 
christopher.kennedy@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Jess Webb on email: 
jessica.webb@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Nick Sharman on email: 
nick.sharman@hackney.gov.uk 


9. HAGGERSTON 


Contact Cllr Ajay Chauhan on email: 
ajay.chauhan@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Humaira Garasia on email: 
humaira.garasia@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Patrick Spence on email: 
patrick.spence@hackney.gov.uk 


10. HOMERTON 


Contact Cllr Robert Chapman on email: 
robert.chapman@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Guy Nicholson on email: 
guy.nicholson@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Anna Lynch on email: 
anna.lynch@hackney.gov.uk 


MAYOR PHILIP 
GLANVILLE 


UPDATE ON SURGERIES 


Hackney’s wards in alpha 


SPRINGFIELD 


STAMFORD 
HILL WEST 


CLISSOLD 


SHACKLEWELL 
HACKNEY 
CENTRAL 


DALSTON 


LONDON FIELDS 
DE 
BEAUVOIR 


HOXTON EAST | HAGGERSTON 
& SHOREDITCH 


HOXTON 


1. BROWNSWOOD 


9. HAGGERSTON 


HACKNEY WICK 


16. SHACKLEWELL 


2. CAZENOVE 10. HOMERTON 17. SPRINGFIELD 

3. CLISSOLD 11. HOXTON EAST & 18. STAMFORD HILL WEST 
4. DALSTON SHOREDITCH 19. STOKE NEWINGTON 

5. DE BEAUVOIR 12. HOXTON WEST 20. VICTORIA 


6. HACKNEY CENTRAL 
7. HACKNEY DOWNS 
8. HACKNEY WICK 


11. HOXTON EAST & SHOREDITCH 


Contact Cllr Kam Adams on email: 
kam.adams@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Stephen Race on email: 
steve.race@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Anya Sizer on email: 
anya.sizer@hackney.gov.uk 


12. HOXTON WEST 


Contact Cllr Clayeon McKenzie on email: 
clayeon.mckenzie@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Carole Williams on email: 
carole.williams@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Yvonne Maxwell on email: 
yvonne.maxwell@hackney.gov.uk 


13. KING’S PARK 


Contact Cllr Sharon Patrick on email: 
sharon.patrick@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Rebecca Rennison on email: 
rebecca.rennison@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Lynne Troughton on email: 
lynne.troughton@hackney.gov.uk 


13. KING’S PARK 
14. LEA BRIDGE 
15. LONDON FIELDS 


21. WOODBERRY DOWN 


14. LEA BRIDGE 


Contact Cllr Margaret Gordon on email: 
margaret.gordon@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr lan Rathbone on email: ian.rathbone 
@hackney.gov.uk or call: 07890 654 068. 


Contact Cllr Deniz Oguzkanli on email: 
deniz.oguzkanli@hackney.gov.uk 


15. LONDON FIELDS 


Contact Cllr Antoinette Bramble on email: 
anntoinette.bramble@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Can Ozsen on email: 
mcan.ozsen@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Emma Plouviez on email: 
emma.plouviez@hackney.gov.uk 


16. SHACKLEWELL 


Contact Cllr Michelle Gregory on email: 
michelle.gregory@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Richard Lufkin on email: 
richard.lufkin@hackney.gov.uk 


Councillors are elected by residents 
and serve for four years. The last 
borough-wide elections took place in 
May 2018. Councillors have a range 

of responsibilities, including helping to 
oversee Council services. 

Residents can contact their local 
representative and ask them to take up 
issues of concern. 

Generally they can help with Council 
related matters, but if the issue is the 
responsibility of another person or 
organisation, councillors can often point 
people in the right direction and tell 
residents who they need to see. 
Hackney has 57 councillors representing 
areas called wards — see map left. 


Contact Cllr Simche Steinberger on email: 
simche.steinberger@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Michael Levy on email: 
michael.levy@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Harvey Odze on email: 
harvey.odze@hackney.gov.uk 
on call: 020 8356 1233. 


18. STAMFORD HILL WEST 


> & 


Contact Cllr Benzion Papier on email: 
benzion.papier@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Hershey Lisser on email: 
hershey. lisser@hackney.gov.uk 


19. STOKE NEWINGTON 


AS 


Contact Cllr Susan Fajana-Thomas on email: 
susan.fajanathomas@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Mete Coban on email: 
mete.coban@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Gilbert Smyth on email: 
gilbert.smyth@hackney.gov.uk 


20. VICTORIA 


Contact Cllr Katie Hanson on email: 
katie.hanson@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Clare Joseph on email: 
clare.joseph@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Penny Wrout on email: 
penny.wrout@hackney.gov.uk 


21. WOODBERRY DOWN 


Ws 


Contact Cllr Caroline Selman on email: 
caroline.selman@hackney.gov.uk 


Contact Cllr Sarah Young on email: 
sarah.young@hackney.gov.uk 


To check which councillor covers your area, or confirm surgery times, call: 020 8356 3373. More info: www.hackney.gov.uk/elected-representatives 


have 
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A healthy eating programme 


from Shoreditch Trust 


www.shoreditchtrust.org.uk 


SHOREDITCH Trust’s Food For Life Programme works with members of 
the community to encourage affordable healthy eating, cooking skills and 


food knowledge. 


Healthy ‘nice’ creams and milkshakes are great as part of your family’s daily fruit 
intake and enables a slow release of energy. You can find a bag of frozen fruit 

in any freezer aisle of the supermarket and the only equipment you will need 

is a blender or food processor. The sorbets and ‘nice’ creams are also a good 
replacement for ice creams, using only frozen fruit, and can be served as a sweet 


treat for the whole family. 


Have your say on reducing fees for night time economy venues 


RESIDENTS, visitors 
and late night businesses 
are being encouraged to 
have their say on a proposal 
to reduce Late Night Levy 
fees for Hackney’s late 
night venues, as part 
of Council efforts to 
support businesses 
during the pandemic. 

The Late Night Levy was 
introduced by the Council 
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Lay 


Meetings 


COUNCIL MEETINGS IN JUNE 


try 


in 2017 to raise funds to 
prevent crime and to 
support businesses. All 
venues that serve alcohol 
between midnight and 6am 


contribute towards the levy. 


The proposed change 
would see late night venues 
—such as bars, clubs and 
off-licences — benefit from a 
30 per cent reduction in 
their Late Night Levy fees. 


The fees are collected by 
the Council, but at least 
70 per cent of any net 
revenue collected is paid to 
the police to contribute 
towards the control of late 
night related crime. 

The remaining 30 per 
cent is used by the Council 
to further support night 
time safety initiatives, 
including additional 
policing at the weekends; 
Council enforcement at the 
weekends; training for 
frontline night time 
economy staff; the 
development of the 
Hackney Nights website; 
and CCTV monitoring. 

The consultation closes 
on 24 July. To read the 
proposals in full, and to 
submit your comments, 
visit: consultation.hackney. 
gov.uk 


Licensing Sub Committee 2pm 


28 Cabinet 6pm 
Corporate Parenting Board 6.30pm 
Corporate Committee 6.30pm 
Full Council 7pm 


Health in Hackney Scrutiny Commission 7pm 


Children and Young People Scrutiny Commission 7pm 


fn J ant 
H @a lthy n | ce C réa m S die as ae (2) Hackney Procurement Board 2pm 
6.30pm 


Standards Committee 


and milkshakes 


Ingredients 


Strawberry, mango & banana ‘nice’ cream 
e | handful of frozen strawberries 
1 chopped frozen banana 
handful of frozen chopped mangoes 
Blueberry sorbet 
2 cups of frozen blueberries 
1 tbsp of honey 
© 2 tbsp lemon juice 
1 tsp of lemon zest 
e A tbsp of water 
Tropical sorbet 
1 cup of frozen chopped mango 
cup of frozen chopped pineapple 
1 can of coconut milk 
‘Like Snickers’ peanut and chocolate 
milkshake 
© 2 frozen chopped bananas 
@ 2 cups almond milk 
e 2 dates (remove the seed) soaked in hot water 
for 10 minutes and remove from water 
e | tbsp cocoa powder 


More info 


“| 
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e 1 tbsp peanut butter 

Oreo milkshake 

e Almond milk, chopped frozen banana and 
3 Oreo biscuits 


Method 


e Remove the fruit from the freezer for 
30 minutes beforehand, ensuring that you 
can break it apart with your hands but it 
still remains frozen 

e For the smoothies and milkshake: Start 
with pouring 3-4 fingers of your milk or 
water and blend. Once the mixture starts 
to combine, slowly add more liquid until 
you achieve the intended consistency of a 
smoothie (all the fruit is combined with the 
liquid and a thick, smooth and drinkable 
mixture is present) 

e For the nice cream/sorbet: Add all the 
ingredients and blend until thick. Place the 
mix into a container with a lid and freeze 
for 2 hours. 


For more information, or to book, call: 020 7033 8529; She BS i e & att ehh 


e-mail: food@shoreditchtrust.org.uk; or visit: 


www.shoreditchtrust.org.uk/Food-for-Life 


Trust 


COUNCIL MEETINGS IN JULY 
Licensing Sub Committee 


Licensing Sub Committee 7pm 


2pm 


Licensing Sub Committee 


Living in Hackney Scrutiny Commission 7pm 


2pm 


Health and Wellbeing Board 


4pm 


Licensing Sub Committee 2pm 


Planning Sub-Committee 


Cabinet Procurement Committee 4pm 


6.30pm 


Council Joint Committee 


Jam Cabinet 


6pm 


Integrated Commissioning Board and Local Outbreak 


Board 


Licensing Sub Committee 2pm 


9am Full Council 


7pm 


Info: 020 8356 3316/3302/3312; or visit: www.hackney.gov.uk/council-democracy.htm 


For solutions see: 


www.hackney.gov.uk/hackneytoday 
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Wedon't take Kee. 
outgrown outfits 


(but thanks for trying) 


Don't put clothes in your home recycling. 


Check what you can recycle at home 
NorthLondonRecycles.com 


COUNCIL RENT: GETTING EXTRA HELP BRING THE NOISE? NOT ON OUR ESTATES! 

aa inase e All of the rent the Council receives goes directly Antisocial behaviour and persistent loud music affects 
back into helping communities. Here’s what you everyone. Here are the steps we can take to create 
can do if you are struggling to pay rent — P3 inclusive, peaceful and respectful estates — P4 


ISSUE 28 — June 2021 


Photo: Sean Pollock 


Ewanteveryonewholives and residents’ associations and delivered. It also helps to improve resident —— the Council will be carrying out a range 
in our Council homes and promoting new community-led initiatives satisfaction as residents will have had more __ of outreach work — starting now and 
estates to take part in our on our estates. say in the services they receive. Resident continuing over the summer — with tenants, 
biggest-ever conversation Resident involvement means giving participation can also lead to community leaseholders and renters. This will include 
and consultation, to help us understand residents the chance to have a say in activities that take on issues beyond hosting in depth, face-to-face resident 
how we can get more of you involved decisions that affect their homes and housing, such as health,employmentand —_ focus groups and workshops; carrying out 
in what we do. This includes improving estates. This helps to drive improvements in community development. an all-resident survey; and reaching out to 
our services, getting involved in tenants the way housing services are managed and In order to drive more involvement, seldom-heard groups. See Page 2 


www.hackney.gov.uk/housing | 
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One final 
will help keep 
Hackney safe 


Deon Raeatclenta, 


AS WE enter another summer 
during the pandemic, I want to 
say a big thank you for helping 
to keep Hackney safe over the 
past 15 months by sticking to 
the public health rules. 

I know it’s been incredibly 
tough for our tenants, 
particularly for children who’ve 
missed out on time in school and 
meeting with friends, but you’ve 
all played a vital role in helping 
to limit the spread of the virus 
and saving lives. 

This time of year, we’d usually 
be getting ready to all rally 
together in person to celebrate 
and champion the rich diversity 
and history of our estates and 
our borough, through events 
such as UK Black Pride and our 
annual Windrush Day tea party. 

While we can’t come together 
physically right now, there are 
other ways that we can celebrate 
these important events. Find 
out more in the latest issue of 
Hackney Today. 

I know that the national 
extension of coronavirus 
restrictions by four weeks will 
come as a bitter disappointment 
to you, your neighbours and all 
of our residents, who’ve been 
looking forward to enjoying 
the freedoms that have been 
curbed for so long — but ending 
restrictions right now is simply 
not the right thing to do. 

Sadly, infection rates are 
increasing in Hackney, London 
and across the country as 
a result of the new, more 
transmissible variants — and 
pushing back the lifting of 
restrictions by one month will 
give us the time we need to get 
transmission rates down, 
to allow people to get their 
crucial first and second 
vaccination doses and to keep 
our estates safe. 

As the weather heats up 
and restrictions continue, our 
green spaces and the outdoor 
communal areas in and around 
our estates will become all the 
more important for our tenants — 
and we must respect them, and 
our neighbours, by making sure 
that everyone is able to access 
and enjoy the spaces we share. 

We’re particularly concerned 
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about large-scale unlicensed 
and unregulated music events 
in our estates this summer, 
which are illegal. We will be 
working with the police to stop 
these events from happening. 

This isn’t a case of us trying 
to stop people from having a 
good time — we want you to 
be able to meet friends safely 
and have fun this summer — but 
it’s about clamping down on 
events that cause misery for our 
residents, many of whom may 
be NHS and shift workers. 

Large gatherings will also 
increase the transmission of 
coronavirus, put lives at risk and 
undo all of the sacrifices that 
we have been making over the 
past 15 months. If you see any 
large gatherings, please report 
them to the police. 

While some other noises are 
just part of everyday life, such 
as children playing or dogs 
barking, intrusive and persistent 
noise — particularly outside of 
daytime hours — can have a 
significant impact on people’s 
wellbeing and we ask that you 
respect your neighbours’ rights 
to quiet enjoyment at this 
already difficult time. You can 
find out more about reporting 
antisocial behaviour on page 4. 

As we slowly and safely 
emerge from the pandemic, 
we’re looking towards the 
future of Housing Services — 
and we want you to be at the 
heart of shaping this. 

That’s why we’re launching 
Housing Services’ biggest-ever 
conversation and consultation, 
starting with focus groups and 
workshops throughout the 
summer, where you'll be able 
to have your say on the issues 
facing you and work with us to 
co-create solutions to them. You 
can find out more about how to 
get involved on this page. 

I know that the pandemic 
has been very tough for our 
tenants, both financially and 
mentally, and I want to remind 
you that support is still available 
in Hackney for anyone who 
needs it. Call our Here to Help 
team on: 020 8356 3111 and 
they will be able to help you get 
the support you need. 

We hope you have an 
enjoyable and safe summer. 


THIS is your opportunity to tell us 
what changes we need to make to 
get more of you better engaged 


with Housing Services. Your feedback 


will inform how we engage with 
residents to improve our services, 
address specific areas of concern, 
and we will provide regular updates 
to residents on the progress of 

this work. 

This consultation with you, 
and the evidence you provide, 
will inform a new Resident 
Engagement Strategy, which we 
will co-create with residents and 
publish next year. 


easier for you to become more 
involved in working with us? 
What is stopping you engaging 
with us, or getting involved in 
some of our formal participation 
arrangements, such as tenants 
and residents associations or 
area panels? 

How can we better include 
everyone from our diverse 
communities? 

How can we make better use of 
technology to involve you, while 
supporting those who may not 
have access to Wi-Fi or digital 
devices such as smartphones 
and tablets? 


working that includes and involves 
everyone more effectively in our 
service planning, decision-making 
and service delivery. 

We also want to know how we 
can work with you to strengthen 
community participation and 
engagement across our estates, 
perhaps by creating new ways to 
get more people involved. 

And ultimately, it will enable us 
to transform and improve Housing 
Services into a service that is fit for 
the future; which performs better 
for you; and empowers you to 
better hold us to account. 


Some of the key questions we are 
asking residents are: 
e What can we do to make it 


Housing Services provide a 
range of support for residents, 
including: repairs and cleaning, 


Cllr Clayeon McKenzie 


: ; : What tell ill all t 
Cabinet Member for Housing Services ee ee 


design — with you — a new way of 
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and safety and security; managing 
tenancies; funding estate-based 
improvements driven by residents; 
undertaking major building 
improvements; and helping 
people buy and manage their 
leasehold homes. 

What you tell us will allow us to 
not only improve these services, but 
help us target our resources better 
and understand how we can work 
with residents to address some of 
the biggest challenges some of you 
face — such as inequality, isolation, 
poor health, and economic 
exclusion. This will help the Council 
rebuild a better Hackney out of the 
pandemic, and ensure the borough 
remains a place for everyone. 
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The results will enable the 
~ Council to transform and 
improve Housing Services 


Cllr Clayeon McKenzie, Cabinet 
Member for Housing Services, 
said: “Our residents are the heart 
and soul of Housing Services, and 
our job is to serve you in the best 
possible way. 

“We can only do that by 
understanding what you want — 
through developing closer, more 
positive and transparent working 
relationships between you and our 
teams, built on mutual trust. 

“We know this is a challenging 
time, with many of you currently 
dealing with the impact of the 
pandemic, but it’s really important 
we hear from you now so we 
can create and build a better 
future together.” 


WE’LL be hosting focus groups 
and workshops for residents 
living in our Council homes 
and estates as part of this 
engagement work. 

If you’d like to take part in 
one of these, please express 
your interest by emailing: 
get.involved@hackney.gov. 
uk with “Resident Engagement 
Strategy’ as the subject line, 
or call: 020 8356 2088 and 
leave your details so we can 
get back to you. 

You can also sign up to our 
Hackney Matters group, an 
online citizens’ panel of local 
people who are regularly asked 
for their views on a range of 
Council issues. 


Helder Da Costa, and Steve 
Webster, Co-Chairs of the Resident 
Liaison Group — a panel of residents 
who influence change and help 
drive improvements — added: 

“We already have strong, 

active voices within some of 

our communities, but we need 

to hear from so many more of 

you, especially in estates and 
neighbourhoods where there are no 
resident representatives. And these 
voices need to be more diverse too, 
to reflect our many communities. 

“Only you can truly help 
drive change, show the Council 
where they need to improve, and 
help shape how they can do 
things better.” 
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Join in satisfaction survey 


THE Council is launching a 
resident satisfaction survey for 
our tenants, leaseholders and 
freeholders, including those in 
tenant-managed estates — and 
we want to hear from you, so we 
can ensure our housing service is 
the best it can be. 

This questionnaire will allow 
residents to share with the 
Council how they feel about the 
various services they receive. 

The results will tell the Council 
what residents think it’s doing 
well and, equally, where the 
Council needs to make changes. 

We carried out this survey in 
2016, 2017 and 2019, and it is 
now a regulatory requirement 
for us to carry this out every year. 
From 28 June, you may have 
already received a text from us 
with the link to the survey, which 
was sent to the eligible residents 
in our SMS list. 

We’re posting all surveys to 
residents from 12 July, so make 
sure you fill this out and return it 
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for free to have your say. 

Cllr Clayeon McKenzie, 
Cabinet Member for Housing 
Services, said: “We want our 
tenants, leaseholders and 
freeholders to be at the forefront 
of shaping the services that we 
deliver to them, and this survey 
is a great opportunity for you to 
do just that. 

“By taking part in this survey, 
you'll help us understand where 
we need to focus our energies 
to ensure that we’ re delivering 
the best possible services for you 
and your neighbours.” 

The results will be gathered 
and analysed by an independent 
research company and 
published later this year. 

Residents can also take part 
online by using the link and 
their unique ID number on 
their survey papers. If you’ve 
misplaced your survey, you can 
request a new one and ID by 
calling Kwest Research Ltd on 
freephone: 0800 634 8260. 


Help with paying your rent 


IF YOU are a Council tenant, you 
have a legal responsibility to pay 
your rent to us on time as part 
of your tenancy agreement. 

If you’re unable to pay your 
rent, you need to let us know 
straight away so we can offer 
you advice on benefits that you 
may be entitled to. 

It’s really 
important that 
you pay your 
rent as this is 
the main source 
of income for 
Council housing 
and without 
it, the services 
that you and our 
neighbours rely on will suffer. 

All of the rent we receive 
goes directly back into our 
communities, helping us 
manage homes, provide key 
support to tenants and invest 
in Council homes for future 
generations. But everyone’s 


circumstances are different, and 
we know that the coronavirus 
pandemic has hit many of our 
residents hard — with further 
financial uncertainty expected 
in the weeks and months ahead. 

If you’ re struggling to 
pay rent, the Government’s 
Universal Credit scheme can 
help cover this, as well as 
living costs: hackney. 
gov.uk/universal- 
credit or gov.uk/ 
apply-universal- 
credit 

If you’re behind 
on your rent, our 
team may be able to 
work with you to agree 
a repayment plan to get you 
back on track. Contact us on: 
020 8356 3330 from Monday 
to Friday (9am-5pm), or visit 
hackney.gov.uk/coronavirus- 
support/#helpline to find 
out more about the support 
available to you. 
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S we’ve all been 

spending much more 

time at home due to 

the coronavirus 

regulations, the Council has seen 
an increase in complaints about 
noise and antisocial behaviour on 
its estates. 

We recognise the challenges of 
living closely together and spending 
more time at home, particularly for 
children who depend on play as a 
vital part of their development. 

While some noise is just part 
of everyday life, such as children 
playing and people doing DIY 
within permitted hours, antisocial 
behaviour and noise nuisances like 
persistent loud music will not be 
tolerated on our estates. 

Antisocial behaviour is a breach 
of the terms of the tenancy and 
the Council will always take action 
against it wherever it can, working 
alongside the police and other 
partners where necessary. 

There are a few small steps 
residents can take to create 
inclusive, peaceful and respectful 
estates that everyone can enjoy: 

e Respect your neighbours rights 
to quiet enjoyment by not 
playing loud music or carrying 
out any noisy DIY work, such 
as drilling or hammering, early 
in the morning or late at night. 
Residents can report noise 
nuisance to the Council at: 
hackney.gov.uk/noise; or by 
calling: 020 8356 4455. 

e Keep your area clean by 
properly disposing of waste 
and recycling: hackney.gov.uk/ 
your-recycling/#communal- 
bins 

e Keep the volume down when 
watching TV or playing music 
— moving speakers away from 
walls can help stop sound 
from travelling 

e Be understanding — some noise 
is part of everyday life, and 


What you can 
do about noise 
and antisocial 
behaviour on 
the Council’s 
estates 


WE WILL investigate all reports of 
antisocial behaviour, and we will 
do everything we can to resolve 
the issue quickly and effectively — 
working with partners such as the 
police, where needed. 

If there are more widespread 
issues within certain areas, we'll 
work with relevant partners to 
clamp down on them. 


the Council will not usually 
intervene in everyday noise such 
as children playing, dogs barking 
or DIY work, particularly if this is 
during the daytime. 


We’re currently consulting 
with residents on plans to renew 
measures to tackle antisocial 
drinking in public, which includes a 
ban on drinking alcohol in London 
Fields Park, following long-standing 
issues with noise, public urination in 
and around the area. You can have 
your say on these proposals at: 
bit.ly/Hackney-PSPO-consultation 


Please be tolerant of your 
neighbours’ circumstances at this 
difficult time, and only report noise 
that is unreasonable, persistent 
and intrusive. 


Residents can contact the 
Council about noise levels 


Unauthorised music events 
and parties on estates are 
of a particular concern this 
summer. Any resident involved 
in organising one of these 
events will be breaching their 
tenancy agreement and 
putting themselves and their 
neighbours at risk. 

If you see any unauthorised 
large-scale gatherings or 
breaches of Covid regulations 
— including having more than 
six people or two households 
indoors — you should report it 
to the police immediately. 


Selling or remortgaging your home? Request an EWS1 certificate 


IF YOU’RE a leaseholder in a 
Council building and you’re looking 
to sell or remortgage your home, 
you may need a certificate proving 
that your external wall system has 
been assessed for fire safety by a 
professional surveyor. 

This is known as an External 
Wall System Survey (EWS1). 
These surveys, which only need 
to be carried out as part of the 
mortgage lending process if your 
property is in a residential building 


that’s 18 metres high or six 
storeys tall, came into effect in 
December 2019. 

While EWS1s are not 
legal documents, 
they give mortgage 
lenders assurance that 
the outside wall of 
residential buildings and 
any attachments, such as 


balconies, is free from combustible 


materials. However, unlike a fire 
risk assessment, the survey does 


not assess the overall fire safety of 


the building. The Council is not 


legally required to carry out EWS1 
surveys, but it has made 

the decision to do so upon 
request by leaseholders to 
help homeowners with the 
mortgage or selling process. 
The Council’s legal 
requirement is to undertake and 
produce a regular, up-to-date fire 
risk assessment for a block. 

While these checks do not need 


to be carried out on buildings that 
are under 18 metres or six storeys 
tall, the Council will organise them 
for shorter buildings if they are 
needed as part of the mortgage 
lending process. 

The Council charges leaseholders 
a £750 contribution towards the 
costs of engaging with surveyors 
and issuing certificates, which can 
range from £2,200 to £12,000 per 
survey. If your building does not 
pass, you will receive a full refund. 
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IF YOU’RE experiencing any of 
the following, please report it to 
the Council as soon as possible 
and we'll take whatever steps 
we can to ensure that the issue 
is resolved quickly: 


e Persistent and intrusive 
loud music; 

e Misuse and disrespect of 
communal areas, such as 
social gatherings, dumping 
rubbish or vandalism; 

e Threats and intimidation. 


IF YOU experience or witness 
any of the following, please 
call the police on 999 in 
emergencies or 101 in 
non-emergencies: 


e Hate crimes: these are 
criminal offences and 
they will not be tolerated 
in the borough. If you 
do not want to report to 
the police, you can call 
Stop Hate UK for free, 
confidential support on: 
0800 138 1625, or visit: 
stophateuk.org/talk-to-us 
Drug use; 

e Large gatherings and 
other breaches of social 
distancing regulations, 
including having more 
than six people or two 
households indoors. 


YOU can request an EWS1 
assessment or find out 

more at: hackney.gov.uk/ 
request-ews-form 

Please note that the current 
wait time is 16 weeks or more, 
due to an unprecedented 
high demand. 


YOU can find out more about 
these surveys from the 

Royal Institute of Chartered 
Surveyors at: rics.org/uk/ 
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